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Revolutionary War
Weekend Encampment
See history come alive at the third American
Revolutionary War Living History weekend,
Saturday May 22 and Sunday May 23, 2021 at
the Boulton Historic Site and Jacobsburg
Historical Society. Watch marching, drills, and
daily skirmishes with the British. Experience
camp life, complete with open-hearth cooking.
Visit the sutlers’ tents, where you can buy
handmade colonial wares; watch as makers and
merchants demonstrate their crafts; enjoy
colonial music–and sample food and drink
provided daily by Mad Js BBQ and The Colony
Meadery. And don’t miss our JHS Garden
Annual Plant Sale! Add some green to your
indoor or outdoor garden areas, or donate your
extra growth to help us raise funds.
The Boulton Historic Site will be open to the
public on Saturday, May 22nd and Sunday,
May 23rd from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM for this
very special event. Adult admission is $7.00
with free on-site parking. Children 12 and
under, JHS members, active-duty military, and
scouts are free.
The Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum will be
open for tours Saturday and Sunday 10:00 AM–
4:00 PM. The 1832 J. Joseph Henry House
Museum and Summer Kitchen will be open for
tours on Saturday 10:00 AM–4:00 PM and
Sunday from 12:00 noon–4:00 PM.

Upcoming Events...
Revolutionary War Weekend

The Jacobsburg Historical Society
is a member supported non-profit
organization dedicated to preserving
and presenting the art and industry
of Early America, and the character
of the individuals and community
that created and sustained that
enterprise.

Executive Board
Amy Gular, President
Susan Bergen, 1st Vice President
Paul Lopresti, 2nd Vice President, Sr.
Adam Stephan, 2nd Vice President
Kaitlyn Mack, Secretary

Board of Directors

Gary Asteak
Bobbie DiGerlando
Joe DiGerlando
Scott Gordon

Andrea Smith
Stan Smith
Paul Split

The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board
of Directors meets each month in the
Early American Craft Center,
402 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA.

The Jacobsburg Record seeks to
provide the members of the
Jacobsburg Historical Society
with information relevant to its
mission while creating a sense
of community and connection.

If you are interested in contributing to our
newsletter, please contact the society office.
Sarah White, Editor
Scott Gordon, Editor
The Jacobsburg Record
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Saturday and Sunday, May 22 & 23, 2021; 10am–4pm
Revolutionary War Encampment, Marching,
Drills, Camp Life, Makers/Merchants,
British Encampment, Skirmishes, Music, Food
Museums open 10am–4pm Saturday;
12pm-–4pm Sunday

World War II Living History Weekend
Saturday and Sunday, June 26 & 27, 2021; 10am–4pm
Tour Allied & German camps, Period Military
Displays and Vehicles, Honor All Veterans.
Weapons Demonstrations - WWII Vendors - Food
Museums open 10am–4pm Saturday;
12pm–4pm Sunday

Summer Museum Open House Weekend
PA Longrifle Museum, open to the public 12pm–4pm
Saturday & Sunday, July 17 & 18, 2021
J. Joseph Henry House, Summer Kitchen & Grounds
Sunday, July 18: Open to the public 12 pm–4 pm

Passport to History Weekend
PA Longrifle Museum, open to the public 12pm–4pm
Saturday & Sunday, August 21 & 22, 2021
J. Joseph Henry House, Summer Kitchen & Grounds
Sunday, August 22: Open to the public 12pm–4pm
Craft activities, Annual Summer Community Picnic both
days with free hot dogs!

Summer Museum Open House Weekend
PA Longrifle Museum, open to the public 12pm–4pm
Saturday & Sunday, September 18 & 19, 2021
J. Joseph Henry House, Summer Kitchen & Grounds
Sunday, Sept. 18: Open to the public 12pm–4pm
Jacobsburg Historical Society will be following all State
and CDC Covid-19 Guidelines to keep our guests and
volunteer staff safe during our events. Face coverings/
masks are required when entering all buildings, as well as
outdoors when social distancing cannot be maintained.

Happenings at Jacobsburg Historical Society

2021 JHS Covid-19 Response:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The JHS Covid-19 Reopening Action Plan has been updated for 2021 to help us continue to provide a safe
environment for all of our volunteers and visitors to the Boulton Historic Site and our museums.
Social Distancing: We ask guests to maintain 6-feet of social distancing while visiting our site. Signs will assist
with this effort.
Face Coverings: Guests and volunteer staff will be required to wear face coverings when indoors as well as
outdoors when social distancing cannot be maintained. Signs will assist with this effort.
Hand Sanitizer: We will have hand sanitizer available before entering our museums and gift shop, as well as
signage promoting proper hygiene.
Enhanced Cleaning: Our museum volunteers will frequently wipe commonly touched surfaces throughout the
day with disinfecting wipes.
Portable Toilets: Portable toilets will be available for public use at the main parking gate and near the
Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum during our open weekends.
Museum Group Tours: Guests will be permitted to enter in small groups at approximate 15-minute intervals.
This procedure will reduce capacity and space groups out throughout the museums. Groups of more than 5 will
be divided (except where there are small children).
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Annual Spring Grounds Cleanup Day @ Boulton

We had a wonderful turnout from our local scout community this year. The first to arrive was Pack
44 from Nazareth. This group did a fantastic job of raking up all the fallen branches and twigs
from our many trees on the property. Pack 317 was next on the scene and helped us stack firewood
for the season. We had plenty of logs to split from fallen trees the past couple of years, but now
our bins are full and ready for our living history events! We also had one scout, Blase from Troop
74, who helped us in the gardens and with the wood splitting project. Another scout from Troop
74, Evan, and his dad helped us finish stacking the rest of the firewood that was split. Many
thanks to our members Phil, Joe, Bobbie, Stan, Amy, Larry, and Herv for all their help in directing
and helping the scouts complete their community service projects. Everyone enjoyed the
refreshments too!
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Mondays @ Boulton Spring Update
March 2021: This story is about the “Island Park” bench at Boulton, its restoration, and how it came to reside at
Boulton. But first a little bit of background about Island Park from a Morning Call article (June 23, 2017):

EASTON. On July, 14, 1894, more than 3,000 men, women and children donned their Victorian finest and
lined up on South Fourth Street in downtown Easton. There they boarded open-air trolleys bound for a new
amusement park, where they could ride a wooden roller coaster, grab rings on a merry-go-round, shuffle on
the dance floor or take in a vaudeville show.
But how did the bench from this amusement park find its way to Boulton? According to our senior statesman, Phil
Schroeder, the bench was at a fraternity at Lafayette College around 1990. It apparently had outlived its usefulness
and was discarded on the street in front of the fraternity as trash for disposal. It was broken and much worse for
wear. Phil recognized its historical value, had it refurbished, and brought to Boulton. We know this is an original
Island Park bench because the words “Island Park” are cast into each of the iron frame members. Here at Boulton,
it has been well loved and well used, and once again time and use had taken its toll. It was time for a refreshing.
In the first photo, taken in our workshop, you can see that the wooden slats have suffered from exposure to the
weather and sections had broken off. To the rescue came Ed and Al. They replaced the wooden bench slats on the
back and seat. Al was even able to find period correct carriage bolts. The newly refurbished bench was moved to
the Craft Center for a fresh coat of official Jacobsburg Green paint. We had to paint it in the Craft Center because
the temperature in the workshop area was consistently below freezing.
The bench now sits on the Dining Room porch overlooking the gardens. The next time you are at Boulton, take a
moment to sit on a piece of local history.

April 2021: This story is about the American flag that flies proudly in front of the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum.
Fortunately, the flag is in wonderful condition and has many years of life left in it. However, time and weather have
taken a toll on the rope that supports the flag. This rope was in need of quick repair to insure that the flag would
stay flying faithfully over the property.
We acquired a new rope, specifically designed for flag
poles, along with a flagpole retainer ring to help reduce
the stretching of the new rope. After splicing the new
rope to the old and some very careful pulling of the rope
through the pulley at the top of the flagpole, the new rope
was in place. The new retainer ring was installed and the
flag was returned to its place of prominence on the
property.
The efforts of Chip, Joe and Kerry have once again made
Boulton a little bit better.
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Jacobsburg Historical Society. Founded, 1972.
Jacobsburg Historical Society was an idea born in the fall of 1972. Members of various community
groups worked together for a common cause: to preserve the beauty of the Bushkill Creek Valley,
particularly the Henrys’ Woods area. They also pledged to bring to life the rich history and culture
of the lost industrial community area of Jacobsburg, Filetown, and Boulton.
The idea of creating a new State Park ran into opposition from many corners of the community.
The fisherman opposed the proposed lake because of trout habitat destruction; boaters opposed the
small lake and wanted a much larger one for power boating; hunters did not like the loss of prime
small game hunting fields. Everyone objected to flooding the Henrys’ Woods and nobody wanted
the campgrounds, concession stands, the swimming pool, and the sewer lines to support all of this
development.
Many people from all parts of the community joined together to support the preservation of the
history and the unique geographical area that is now primarily encompassed by the Jacobsburg
Environmental Education Center and is preserved and interpreted by the Jacobsburg Historical
Society. These two distinct entities, a non-profit organization (JHS) and a PA state agency (JEEC),
have cooperated closely over the decades.
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It Has Been 50 Years.
by Joe DiGerlando

A CALL TO ARMS
It was a beautiful Sunday afternoon in October 1972, and more than 400 people gathered at the old Henry
Gun Factory site, just off PA 33 Belfast exit. They came for a guided walk in the woods along the Bushkill
Creek, well known by all as Henrys’ Woods. The crowd overwhelmed the area and traffic was blocked. It
became difficult to get things organized. Such a large crowd was certainly not expected, but everyone was
happy, cooperative, and anxious to see the beauty of the Henrys’ Woods on this beautiful fall day. The four
guides expected to take 8 to 10 hikers for the tour, but we had to quickly modify and adapt. The walkers
divided into smaller groups of 20 to 30 people and were sent along the trail to meet the guides at specific
points of interest. It was an exciting and fun day for everyone, especially for the organizers of the walk.
This event was again repeated in October 1973 when over 500 people attended a much better organized
event. We were prepared for the crowds with parking areas, transportation, and enough guides to help
interpret the historical sites and the beauty of the Henrys’ Woods.
On the evening of November 16, 1972, the first meeting of the Jacobsburg Historical Society convened at
College Hill Presbyterian Church in Easton. That was nearly 49 years ago and a lot has happened since that
time. Most of our founding members have passed on, and the rest of us have gained many years of
experience and memories.
Our Society will celebrate our 50th anniversary with many exciting events throughout the next year. I have
been asked to organize a committee of volunteers to help plan for and make these activities happen. Our
purpose is to reignite the enthusiasm that brought us together 50 years ago and helped us to accomplish
what we are so proud of. The suggested theme for next year is “Rediscover Jacobsburg.”
If you are new to JHS, please visit our website and read through the archives of newsletters, particularly
those from the early days. You will read about the many activities, programs, and events that we sponsored
to meet the goals that Mary Henry Stites set out for us: to preserve and teach American history. We
sponsored many events over the years to carry out that mission, including our Early American Craft Fair,
Tea Parties, cooking classes, and a speakers’ forum that traveled to clubs and groups in the area. We also
had an ambitious research committee that produced scholarly articles and published several books. In
1990, thanks to the generosity of Attorney Walter Peters and his wife, volunteers built an educational float
that won the $1,000 first place award in Nazareth’s 200th Anniversary parade.
Volunteers have always been the lifeblood of our Society and we are looking for more. Our celebration
committee is growing but we need more help. Starting our Society so many years ago was truly a
community effort, as this celebration will be. We will soon announce a virtual meeting to get this project
underway. There will be different programs throughout the year, most lasting one day or one evening.
Some will be virtual. We plan to revive the ”Walk in the Henrys’ Woods” with a new twist, music days,
cooking demonstrations, wine and beer tasting, scouting programs such as a camporee or family camping
weekend, and possibly a local history bus tour.
I am inviting you to help plan and produce these events. We are also asking you to share your personal or
family memories of activities and adventures in Jacobsburg with our historical society members. I have a
special email for this project and you can get on the mail list by sending your information to:
joedjhs50@rcn.com.This mail list will not be shared or sold and is for the sole use of the JHS 50th
anniversary celebration.
Please keep an eye on the Society website for updated information about the Society’s 50th anniversary
celebration.
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The Pennsylvania Longrifle built by Adam Daub,
Maker of 18th Century Arms
Join us on Sunday, October 31, 2021 at 2:00pm at the Boulton Historic Site for the drawing of Jacobsburg Historical
Society's Annual Gun Raffle–and you may take home an Adam Daub built Pennsylvania longrifle!
As part of the closing ceremonies at the annual Market Faire and Rendezvous, the Society has often raffled off
Henry rifles, purchased or handcrafted for the event. This year’s raffle prize is a Pennsylvania longrifle crafted by
Adam Daub, after the style of J. P. Beck. Active in Lebanon, Pennsylvania, from 1780–1811, Beck was a superior
craftsman working in the Golden Age of longrifles. This 50-caliber flintlock beautifully captures Beck’s unique
style and superb craftsmanship.
Daub, featured by the Contemporary Longrifle Association as their “Artist of the Week” on several occasions, has
taken great pains to create a finely-crafted firearm that any collector would envy.
Daub fashioned the ramrod, pipes, and tip, and added beautiful custom engraving. Working closely with Amy and
Larry Gular to source parts and materials, Daub selected the finest components, some of which were generously
discounted to help benefit Jacobsburg Historical Society. The rifle features a late Ketland lock supplied by Jim
Chambers; a Dunlap Wood Crafts stock; a Green Mountain barrel, provided by Dixon’s Muzzleloading Shop; and
the barrel and ramrod inlet done by Knob Mountain Muzzleloading. Daub has created a truly authentic Beck style
Pennsylvania longrifle, sure to delight all arms collectors, competitors, hunters, and rendezvous participants.
The Market Faire and Rendezvous will be held at the Boulton Historic Site, 402–403 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA.
The raffle is a key feature of the closing ceremonies on Sunday, October 31, 2021. Tickets for the gun raffle are on
sale now for $5.00 each or five for $20.00, available at Dixon’s Muzzleloading Shop and at Jacobsburg during our
event weekends. Tickets may also be purchased by mail. Just mail a check made out to Jacobsburg Historical
Society to Jacobsburg Historical Society, PO Box 345, Nazareth PA 18064. Please include a self-addressed
envelope so we can send you back the ticket stubs. And please include your cell phone number so we can call you if
you are the lucky winner! You do not need to be present to win.
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Serving Up History
Henry Family Recipe – The Boulton Cookbook

Molasses Cup-cake
One and a half coffee-cups of butter, two of brown sugar, one of
molasses, one of milk, five of flour, four eggs, a teaspoonful of soda,
a small tablespoonful of ginger, a teaspoon of cloves, the same of
cinnamon, half an one [sic] of powdered mace, a coffee cup of
raisins, the same of currants, and half an one [sic] of citron. Stir the
butter and sugar to a cream, add the eggs, then the molasses, spice,
flour and last the milk with the soda dissolved in it.
Leave out a tablespoonful of flour to stir through the fruit; put this in
just before you pour into the pans. Bake all in one, or in square flat
tin pans. Try it with a broom splint.
[Note: Broom splints were used as testers to determine if a cake was
thoroughly baked.]

This recipe is from Sara T. Paul’s Cookery from Experience (1875),
which was used faithfully by women in the Henry family.
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Time to Renew Your JHS Membership!
MAKE

HISTORY LIVE AT BOULTON

- BECOME

A MEMBER TODAY!

Thank you to all of our members that have already renewed for the 2021 season!
We are an all-volunteer organization and we would love to have YOU take part in our programs and volunteer your time with
us. All of our events, activities, educational programs, and outreach efforts are provided by volunteers giving generously of
their precious time and resources. We provide programs for churches, schools, community groups, Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts, and we participate in many other types of outreach events.

Volunteer Opportunity Available on our Board of Directors
Jacobsburg Historical Society is seeking local community business professionals to serve on
our board. If you have an interest in finance, fundraising, grant proposals, or strategic
planning we would love to have you join us as we preserve and present the history of the
Henry family and the Boulton Historic Site.
Please send an email to Jacobsburg@rcn.com to express your interest and we will
be happy to contact you with more information .
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Classes available in the spring.
Sundays, 12 - 5 pm for 9 classes
Pre-registration is required
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MUSEUM HOURS
—————

Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum
Noon—4:00 pm Saturday and Sunday on the third
weekend of each month in July, August, September 2021.

Find us on Facebook!

Open for special events in May, June, October, and December;
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm and Sunday Noon—4:00 pm.

At “Jacobsburg History”

John Joseph Henry House
Museum, Summer Kitchen, and Grounds
Noon—4:00 pm on the third Sunday of each month
In July, August, September 2021.
Open for special events in May, June, October, and December;
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm and Sunday Noon—4:00 pm.

Find us on YouTube!
At “Jacobsburg Historical Society”

and visit our website at

www.JacobsburgHistory.com

Group tours are available.
Please contact the Society Office at 610-759-9029
or email jacobsburg@rcn.com to schedule a visit.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Permit No. 10
Easton, PA

Jacobsburg Historical Society
P.O. Box 345
Nazareth, PA 18064

PAID
U.S. POSTAGE
Non-Profit Org.

