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Upcoming Events...

The Jacobsburg Historical Society
is a member supported non-profit
organization dedicated to preserving
and presenting the art and industry
of Early America, and the character
of the individuals and community
that created and sustained that
enterprise.

Executive Board
Amy Gular, President
Susan Bergen, 1st Vice President
Paul Lopresti, 2nd Vice President, Sr.
Adam Stephan, 2nd Vice President
Kaitlyn Mack, Secretary

Board of Directors

Gary Asteak
Bobbie DiGerlando
Joe DiGerlando
Scott Gordon

Andrea Smith
Stan Smith
Paul Split

The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board
of Directors meets each month in the
Early American Craft Center,
402 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA.

The Jacobsburg Record seeks to
provide the members of the
Jacobsburg Historical Society
with information relevant to its
mission while creating a sense
of community and connection.

If you are interested in contributing to our
newsletter, please contact the society office.
Sarah White, Editor
Scott Gordon, Editor
The Jacobsburg Record
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Spring Grounds Clean Up Day
Saturday, April 17, 2021 from 8am-12pm
Great Earth Day Community Service project
for students and Scouts. 8am refreshments!
Revolutionary War Weekend
Saturday and Sunday, May 22 & 23, 2021; 10am-4pm
Revolutionary War Encampment, Marching,
Drills, Camp Life, Makers/Merchants,
British Encampment, Skirmishes, Music, Food
Museums open 10am-4pm Saturday;
12pm-4pm Sunday
World War II Living History Weekend
Saturday and Sunday, June 26 & 27, 2021; 10am-4pm
Tour Allied & German camps, Period Military
Displays and Vehicles, Honor All Veterans.
Weapons Demonstrations - WWII Vendors - Food
Museums open 10am-4pm Saturday;
12pm-4pm Sunday
Summer Museum Open House Weekends
PA Longrifle Museum, open to the public 12 pm–4 pm
Saturday & Sunday, July 17 & 18, 2021
J. Joseph Henry House, Summer Kitchen & Grounds
Sunday, July 18: Open to the public 12 pm–4 pm
PA Longrifle Museum, open to the public 12 pm–4 pm
Saturday & Sunday, August 21 & 22, 2021
J. Joseph Henry House, Summer Kitchen & Grounds
Sunday, August 22: Open to the public 12 pm–4 pm
PA Longrifle Museum, open to the public 12 pm–4 pm
Saturday & Sunday, September 18 & 19, 2021
J. Joseph Henry House, Summer Kitchen & Grounds
Sunday, September 18: Open to the public 12 pm–4 pm
Jacobsburg Historical Society will be following all State
and CDC Covid-19 Guidelines to keep our guests and
volunteer staff safe during our events. Face coverings/
masks are required when entering all buildings, as well as
outdoors when social distancing cannot be maintained.

Past Events

Looking Back on Fall 2020
Revolutionary War Weekend Encampment
Rescheduled due to Covid—September 12-13, 2020
Jacobsburg Historical Society would like to thank all of the
PA, NJ, CT, DE, NY regiments and the Native Americans for
participating in our second Revolutionary War Encampment
living history program. We even had a British encampment
that skirmished with the regiments. A special thank you to our
event coordinator, Adam Stephan, for bringing all the
reenactors together for this amazing weekend. Our visitors
truly had the opportunity to see History Live at the Boulton
Historic Site.

World War II Living History Weekend
Rescheduled due to Covid—October 3-4, 2020
We had a wonderful weekend with great weather for our 5th
annual WWII weekend. We had a great turnout of WWII
reenactors in the encampment as well as a large assortment of
equipment, displays and vehicles. There were many weapons
demonstrations and lots of WWII vendors. Tails of ValorPaws of Honor was able to join us on Saturday with a couple
of their service dogs.

47th Annual Membership Meeting Goes Virtual
Zoom Meeting—October 8, 2020
The society is grateful for Zoom video conferencing
technology that allowed us to hold our annual meeting
virtually from the Pa. Longrifle Museum. Christopher Black of
the Bachmann Players, who as our keynote speaker portrayed
John Adams, offered an amazing presentation. We certainly
missed being with everyone in person. Hope to see everyone
in 2021!

Market Faire & Rendezvous. Oct. 24 & 25, 2020
All of us at Jacobsburg Historical Society would like to thank
everyone that participated in this year's Market Faire &
Rendezvous. We finally had decent weather both days! The
camp was so full and alive with blanket traders, sutlers,
demonstrators, and living historians, all of whom interacted
with the public. It was so nice to see so many of our friends
and have so many new friends join us, too. Let's do it again:
October 30 & 31, 2021, for a true Halloween Rendezvous!

Gun Raffle Winner
Congratulations to Greg D. from Easton, Pa. on winning our
2020 rifle raffle. We hope you have a nice fireplace to hang
your original J. Henry & Son Half Stock over! The drawing
was held at closing ceremonies of our annual Market Faire &
Rendezvous on Sunday, October 25, 2020.
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A Very Special Christmas at Boulton
A Virtual Tour with William Henry
Unfortunately, with all museums forced to close under the governor's shutdown order on December 10th, we had no
choice but to cancel our most beloved event of the year, A Very Special Christmas at Boulton.
However, imagine our surprise when the Henry family patriarch, William Henry of Lancaster (portrayed by our
own Adam Stephan), decided to visit his grandson J. Joseph Henry's home for a private tour on Saturday, December
12, 2020. Our museum docents, Karen Whitehill and Barb Schroeder, graciously provided Mr. Henry with a very
special guided tour of the Henry family home, which was beautifully decorated for Christmas.
Please visit our new YouTube Channel under Jacobsburg Historical Society to view the Christmas at Boulton
Virtual Tour along with other videos highlighting the Boulton Historic Site and Jacobsburg Historical Society!

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCn4uaKLPQJhQ7qpM06mMqAg
Many thanks to John Poole of Artisan Digital Works for filming our private “Virtual Tour” of Christmas at
Boulton. This video was made possible by funding received from the 2019 Hotel Tax Grant Program through the
County of Northampton Department of Community & Economic Development.
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The Jacobsburg Tannery
by Karen L. Whitehill
One of the most significant industries in eighteenth- and
nineteenth-century America was the tanning of leather.
Leather was essential in people’s daily lives, used in
making shoes, harnesses, and saddles. The abundance of
oak and hemlock trees made Eastern Pennsylvania a
perfect area for tannery operations, which were very
profitable. The industry was so important that it typically
was one of the first to be established in many colonial
communities.
The Moravians in Bethlehem erected a tannery in 1743,
just two years after the community was founded.
Bethlehem’s tannery supplied leather for surrounding
communities, including Nazareth. Tanneries began to
flourish in many local communities. The town of
Tannersville in Monroe County obtained its name from
the large tanning operation there.
Working and living next to a tannery meant putting up
with a constant stench of curing leather and stagnant
water. Tanneries were typically built along rivers or
streams, which quickly became polluted as the tanning
solution, lime, animal flesh, and hair were drained
directly into them.
The process of tanning:
Tanning in the eighteenth century was a lengthy process
with many steps that could take up to two years or
longer. The work was manual and intensive. Tannery
workers had to have a great deal of physical strength to
lift the weight of the wet hides, which sometimes
weighed more than 100 pounds.

The tanning process involved the following steps:
1. The hide was removed from the animal and packed
in salt. The salt acted as a preservative until the
tanning process could begin.
2. The hides were washed, cleaned, and trimmed.
3. The hides were then soaked in a water/lime solution
for several weeks. This soaking loosened the hair
and remaining flesh to enable a process called
beaming that involved scraping the hide to remove
hair and remaining flesh. (The grease and hair left
over was sold to local masons to use in making
mortar.)

4. The hides were then soaked for several more weeks
in a bating solution. Bating was a foul-smelling
concoction of water, salt, and manure. This
combination neutralized any remaining lime from
step 3 and softened the hide so it became flexible.
5. After the bating solution soak, the tanning process
could begin. The hides were rinsed and placed in a
vat filled with tanbark for 6 to 12 months.

6. After soaking in the tanbark solution, the hides were
removed and beaten to make them pliable. Hides
soaked in hemlock tannis were dark reddish brown
and hides soaked in oak bark tannis were light brown
or gray in color.
7. Lastly, the hides were carefully dried then rolled and
pressed. The leather was then ready to be sent to
market.
What is tanbark?
Tanbark, as mentioned above, was essential in the
process of tanning. Each hide needed almost double its
weight in bark, and a typical tannery used 60 to 100
cords of tanbark each year. Oak and hemlock bark was
gathered during the springtime. Men would go into the
forests and set up camps during the spring. They would
cut and strip trees from dawn until dusk, removing the
bark with special tools including bark spuds, peeling
chisels, and barking irons. The bark was typically
harvested in 4-foot sections. It was left on the ground
with the inner side up to hasten the drying process and
prevent mold from forming. The bark was then loaded
into carts, weighed, and then stored in a shed until
needed. No part of the tree was wasted because, after the
trees were stripped of bark, they were taken to local saw
mills.
After being dried in storage, the bark was ground into a
powder and mixed with water. This bark/water solution
was then heated so that the tannin in the bark would be
released into the water. It took about four days for the
tannins from the bark to dissolve into the water. This
tannin liquid was poured into the tanning vats. The
liquid in the vats was maintained at a temperature of
about 100° F. The leached bark was burned for fuel to
heat the liquid in the vats.
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The Jacobsburg Tannery
The tannery at Jacobsburg was constructed along the Bushkill Creek at the site of the Ann Catherine Furnace.
Matthew Schropp Henry, the second son of William Henry II and Sabina Schropp Henry, constructed this iron
furnace in 1825, naming it after his wife (and first cousin) Anne Catherine Henry. Matthew and Ann Catherine
lived on the site and raised their ten children.
The Catherine Furnace was the first cold blast furnace in Northampton County and was located almost directly
across the creek from the old Jacobsburg gun factory that Matthew’s father had built and operated between 1798
and 1803. Matthew operated his furnace until 1833, when his wife died. He then sold the property to William H.
Wolle and Peter Kern. The tannery operated on the site from 1848 until approximately 1890.
The first generation of Jacobsburg Historical Society members excavated many sites along the Bushkill Creek in
the area they called the Jacobsburg Industrial Complex. Excavation work was active from the 1973 until 1985. The
excavation was led by members Joseph and Virginia Lopresti, parents of our present board member, Paul Lopresti.
The main tannery building was located 22 yards up the hill from the Bushkill Creek. This building was constructed
of stone and measured 42’ x 82’.
Our early Society archeologists estimated that the Jacobsburg tannery had a total of 39 vats on the site. These vats
were located just south of the main tannery building. The vat area measured 42’ x 82’ and contained four parallel
rows of vats with a foot-wide path of clay between the rows. The vats were constructed of 2” boards that were well
preserved when found. Each vat was about 3 feet deep. There were thirty-two, 4’x 6’ vats and seven vats that
measured 7’x 7’.
A stream flowed on the eastern side of the tannery site. This stream supplied the water required for the tanning
operation. The water requirements of the tanning operation were enormous. In 1975, our Society archeologists
discovered a 10’ x 10’ water pipe running north to south for 22’. Attached to this large pipe were four 3” wooden
pipes attached to it at right angles. This wooden pipe plumbing arrangement fed water to the grid of vats.
The excavators discovered, while excavating one of the 7’x 7’ vats, a washboard type mechanism with an
undulating floor. This mechanism would stir the tanbark solution as the hides soaked. The excavators also
discovered additional “washboards” in four vats on the southeast corner of the tannery site. The floor boards of the
vats were very well preserved. One vat still had tanning bark in it and two vats contained hides, one with visible
hair. Plugs for the wooded water pipes were also visible and in 1976 a pump was discovered with the leather
patches still in excellent condition. All of the vats were refilled by Society members to preserve them.
The Jacobsburg Tannery ceased operating about 1890 as the hemlock tanning industry began to decline. The local
supply of hemlock was depleted. And citizens living near the tanneries began to object the noxious odors and were
upset about the polluted streams.
The Society’s archeological efforts ceased in 1985 when the State of Pennsylvania ordered that all future
excavation must be performed by licensed archeologists. No additional work on the sites has been done since that
time.

Note: Foliage in the area
is very thick, so the site
must be explored during
the winter months or very
early spring.

Ruins of Catherine Blast Furnace
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Directions to the Tannery Site:
Traveling north on Jacobsburg Road, turn right on State Park Road.
Proceed approximately ¼ mile and enter the parking lot on the right. (see photo)
The Tannery site begins a few yards south of this parking lot. (see site map)

Parking Lot 1

Tannery Site Map

Sources:
Canham, Hugh O., Hemlock and Hide: The Tanbark Industry of Old New York, Northern Woodlands Magazine, May 27,
2011. https://northernwoodlands.org/articles/article/hemlock-and-hide-the-tanbark-industry-in-old-new-york

Leiser, Amy, Tanning Hides Once Big Business, Monroe County Historical Association, Stroud Mansion Museum and
Library, Stroudsburg, PA, September 9, 2007, http://www.monroehistorical.org/articles_files/090107_tanning.html
The Tannery, Bethlehem, PA. Wikipedia,
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Tannery_(Bethlehem,_Pennsylvania)
Historic American Buildings Survey: Tannery, Monocacy Creek Vicinity, Bethlehem, PA., Library of Congress, 1933.
https://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/pa0654/
The Jacobsburg Record, Jacobsburg Historical Society, Nazareth PA, Vol 2, No. 7; Vol. 3, No. 9; Vol 4, No. 4; Vol. 4, No. 5;
Vol 5, No. 6; Vol. 12, No 1; Vol 47, No. 2.
Lopresti, Virginia D., Blue Skies at Jacobsburg (Jacobsburg Historical Society), pp. 9-20.
Jones, Claude A., Creeks, Dams, Mills of the Upper Bushkills, Bushkill and Plainfield Townships, Northampton County,
Pennsylvania (Jacobsburg Historical Society: 1996), pp. 49-55.
DiGerlando, Joseph D., personal communication, January 16, 2020.
Page 7

Remembrances of Departed Friends
by Joe DiGerlando
Three dear friends of Jacobsburg Historical Society have recently passed on. I am grateful for the opportunity to
share memories of each to inspire us to continue our own efforts of volunteerism and community generosity.

Lance E. Metz (1947-2020)
Lance succumbed last year to the COVID virus. Lance is remembered by some as the
“hippie” that went to the Woodstock festival in the ’60s, but most remember him for his
passion for Industrial history. Lance spent many years as the archivist for the National
Canal Museum and spearheaded many historical preservation efforts throughout the
Lehigh Valley. His personal library included thousands of volumes and he digested all of
them. (Lance donated his library to JHS a few years ago.) Lance was blessed with a
photographic memory, which he demonstrated when Bobbie and I visited him in rehab
and asked him about some historical event. Lance not only provided a detailed
explanation of it but also told us where the book was in his library and the page in it
where we could find the rest of the details. Lance volunteered as the industrial historian
for JHS. One stellar event that Lance put together was “making iron at Boulton.” He
explained the process of a bloomery—a type of furnace, once used widely for smelting iron from its oxides, that
produced a porous mass of iron and slag called a bloom—and got a crew of retired steelworkers to build one that
still exists behind our blacksmith shop. The crew brought the needed materials to make iron (charcoal, limestone,
and iron ore) and supplies and tools to build the bloomery. By the end of the weekend, we made iron at Boulton. In
his humble way, Lance simply said: “I told you we could do it.”

Donald R. Repsher (1929-2020)
Don became active with JHS after his retirement from the ministry. He loved to transcribe documents written by the
Henry family, and Don’s transcripts remain important materials in our archives. The only way to truly measure
Don’s achievement is to see the awful, tiny, illegible handwriting that he had to decipher. Don and his wife Pam
worked with a “primitive” word processor that saved files on a 3.5” floppy diskette. I offered him a more modern
PC, but he would have none of that. He claimed to be too old for something new. Once he frantically called for my
help when a diskette got stuck in his device. I was able to rescue it and Bobbie and I spent some happy time eating
dessert and talking history with Don and Pam. A short time later, Don excitedly shared that he found a spare word
processor at a yard sale, so he was all set. Donald edited and arranged for JHS some writings that John Woolf
Jordan published in 1894 in the Nazareth Item into Memories
of Old Nazareth (1995) and he co-authored (with Elinor Fehr)
the first publication in the Slate Belt Heritage Society series:
Of Forest and River: The Lenape of the Slate Belt (2007). Don
was honored by the Lenape tribe of eastern PA for researching
their history. Don also co-authored The Common Sense Life:
Tales from a Long-Ago Forest (2009).
At the JHS Annual Meeting in 2011, Don and Pam were
presented with the William Henry Atherton Award, which
recognizes community leaders whose sustained commitment
and demonstrable achievement exemplifies exceptional
service to the Jacobsburg Historical Society.
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Richard P. Steiner (1951-2020)
Rich became active in JHS at a critical time when it had received some substantial bequests and it had major
responsibilities for property management. Rich joined our Board and helped us to develop short and long range plans
and to implement sound financial strategies and accountability to insure a viable future for JHS. This was not easy
but his sound leadership helped to reduce the crying and kicking to a minimum. Rich served as vice president for
2004 and 2005 and also as President for 2006 and 2007.
Rich and Roberta became active in many fundraising events. Roberta and her sister Sybil Marsh spearheaded the
Garden Tea parties and the Christmas “Open House” tradition. With Jeff Marsh’s help, Rich started the successful
golf tournaments that raised substantial funds for the Society. Rich was instrumental, too, in getting Air Products
Industries to participate in fundraising efforts. Rich and Roberta exemplified the spirit of volunteerism, leadership,
community involvement, and financial generosity.
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Item from the Collection: Conversation Cards
by Karen L. Whitehill

During the Victorian Era (1837-1901), social behaviors, especially between unmarried men and women, were
governed by a very strict set of rules. Intricate etiquette rules governed almost every facet of the interactions between
the sexes, including the length of time that conversations were permitted. Street conversations were required to be
very short, while discussions while walking through a garden could be longer.
Woman were never allowed to attend social affairs alone. They were always to be accompanied and supervised by a
chaperone. Single women were never permitted to address a gentleman without an introduction. A woman could not
receive a man at home if she was alone. And absolutely no physical contact was permitted until the marriage.
However, men and women were allowed to flirt and flirting became a social art form.
Calling cards were a required etiquette tool and the people of this era seemed to love communicating with these little
cards. Originally the cards were used to announce one’s arrival, but their use quickly expanded and they became
indispensable social accessories.
Small cards were used to say thank you, offer get well wishes or condolences, or simply to say “hello.” A strict set of
rules also controlled how these cards were used, how they were printed, and what was expressed on them. Breaking
calling card etiquette could become a form of social suicide.
During the time when calling cards were all the rage, another type of card emerged: the conversation or flirtation
card. These cards enabled nineteenth-century men and women to push the limits of their complicated social rules and
communicate with each other.
The Henry family had a set of these conversation cards.
Our set was recently discovered in the second parlor of the J. Joseph Henry House. The conversation cards are only
2.5” x 1.5”, smaller than a modern-day business card. The deck appears to be intact and the cards are in relatively
good condition, although the box itself is very worn.
The Jacobsburg Historical Society’s set of cards was published by McLoughlin Bros. Manufacturers (24 Beekman
Street, New York). The McLoughlin company was founded by John McLoughlin, Sr. and Robert Elton. When John
McLoughlin, Jr. (1827-1905), a wood engraver who pioneered many printing techniques, assumed control of the
company in 1850-51, it expanded and became well known. He initially used his methods primarily in children’s
books. His brother, Edmund, joined as a partner in 1855. The factory employed 75 artists and by the 1880s the firm
was publishing a wide range of materials including books, cards, games, puzzles, and paper dolls.
Sources:
Victorian Era, Courtship Rules and Marriage Facts, http://victorian-era.org/victorian-era-courtship-rules-andmarriage.html
Green, Claire, Calling Cards and Visiting Cards, a Brief History, Hoban Cards, September 12, 2016, https://
hobancards.com/calling-cards-and-visiting-cards-brief-history
Robinson, Katie, 11 Ridiculous Etiquette Rules from Victorian Times, Town & Country Magazine, May 1, 2017,
https://www.townandcountrymag.com/leisure/arts-and-culture/a9202100/victorian-etiquette-rules/
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There are two types of cards in the pack:
Question cards and Answer cards. The gentleman was in possession of the Question
cards, while the woman held the Answer cards.

Here is a sampling of the content of the cards in our Collection’s deck:
Question Cards:

Say can you love me – yes or no? You must reply before I go.
Tea-table chat is all the rage. Does scandal much your thoughts engage?
Are you prepared to fix the day? When will you give your hand away?
Your friends are asking why you tarry. Have you no wishes, pray to marry?
I am quite longing for a kiss. Pray do you e’re permit such bliss?
Do you desire a lover tall; Or do you wish for none at all?
Pray is your hand at liberty, and will you it confer on me?
Pray is there any other thing, so lovely as a wedding ring?
Is there a person, pri’ thee say, that could tempt you to run away?
Do you like black eyes, gray or blue? Before you look, pray answer true.

Answer Cards:

You need not ask me, love has eyes; And you must know if you are wise.
I could reply, but I would rather – at once refer you to my father.
I will not have such constant harassing; your present question is embarrassing.
I will not answer you today; To-morrow morn, perhaps I may.
I scarcely hope such happiness, yet I will venture and say yes.
O dear, O dear, you are so teasing. And yet it’s very, very pleasing.
O, I must beg you not to press, or I shall surely answer yes!
Silence, they say, will give consent, So I am silent – be content.
With eyes and ears so near about; You can’t expect me to speak out.
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Time to Renew Your JHS Membership!
MAKE HISTORY LIVE AT BOULTON - BECOME A

MEMBER TODAY!

Thank you to all of our members that have already renewed for the 2021 season!
We are an all-volunteer organization and we would love to have YOU take part in our programs and volunteer your time with
us. All of our events, activities, educational programs, and outreach efforts are provided by volunteers giving generously of
their precious time and resources. We provide programs for churches, schools, community groups, Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts, and we participate in many other types of outreach events.

Volunteer Opportunity Available on our Board of Directors
Jacobsburg Historical Society is seeking local community business professionals to serve on
our board. If you have an interest in finance, fundraising, grant proposals, or strategic
planning we would love to have you join us as we preserve and present the history of the
Henry family and the Boulton Historic Site.
Please send an email to Jacobsburg@rcn.com to express your interest and we will
be happy to contact you with more information .
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Classes available in the spring.
Sundays, 12 - 5 pm for 9 classes
Pre-registration is required
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MUSEUM HOURS
—————

Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum
Noon—4:00 pm Saturday and Sunday on the third
weekend of each month in July, August, September 2021.
Open for special events in May, June, October, and December;
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm and Sunday Noon—4:00 pm.

John Joseph Henry House
Museum, Summer Kitchen, and Grounds
Noon—4:00 pm on the third Sunday of each month
In July, August, September 2021.
Open for special events in May, June, October, and December;
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm and Sunday Noon—4:00 pm.

Find us on Facebook!
At “Boulton Historic Site
and Jacobsburg Historical Society,”
and visit our website at

www.JacobsburgHistory.com

Group tours are available.
Please contact the Society Office at 610-759-9029
or email jacobsburg@rcn.com to schedule a visit.

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Permit No. 10
Easton, PA

Jacobsburg Historical Society
P.O. Box 345
Nazareth, PA 18064
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