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    I N S I D E   T H I S   I S S U E 
    ——————-—————————————————— 

World War II  

Living History Weekend 
 

Saturday, June 18, 9 am - 5 pm  

Sunday, June 19, 9 am - 3 pm 
 

Jacobsburg Historical Society is excited to host 

our first World War II living history event on 

Father’s Day weekend!  Bring your fathers, 

bring your sons, or bring the whole family! 
 

This special WWII reenactment weekend is 

designed to educate the local community, 

honor our veterans, and provide information on 

various non-profit veterans organizations and 

the services they offer. 
 

Visitors can tour Allied and German Camps, 

view period military and non-military vehicle 

displays, meet and talk to WWII veterans, shop 

with vendors, and more! 
 

The Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum will be 

open both days from 12 noon – 4:00 pm. 

The John Joseph Henry Home and Summer 

Kitchen will be open for tours on Sunday only 

from 12 noon – 4:00 pm. 
 

Adult admission is $5.00 with free on-site 

parking.  Children 12 and under, JHS members, 

active duty military and scouts are free.   
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Joe DiGerlando, President 
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John Molnar 

Rob Neitz 

Andrea Smith 

Jim Wagner 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board 

of Directors meets each month in the  

Early American Craft Center,  

402 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA. 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society 

is a member supported non-profit  

organization dedicated to preserving 

and presenting the art and industry 

of Early America, and the character 

of the individuals and community 

that created and sustained that 

enterprise. 

The Jacobsburg Record seeks to 

provide  the members of the 

Jacobsburg Historical Society with 

information relevant to its mission 

while creating a sense of  community 

and connection.  

“What is so important about history?” is a question that I am 

frequently asked, particularly by younger people. After some very 

serious soul searching, I have come to the conclusion that it must 

be my age. What other explanation is there? When I was younger, 

history was dates, names, and places. I could not relate to that and 

nobody seemed to be able to help me understand why the Magna 

Carta was something that affected my life. Even Sister Mary 

Miserable’s yardstick and very stern expressions did nothing to 

endear me to history. I hated it and did not do well. 
 

Miss Mary Henry brought history alive without me knowing I was 

learning it. She spoke of Ben Franklin as if he were a family friend 

(he was) and about how Robert Fulton, the “Steamboat Man,” got 

help from William Henry (he did), and we learned first-hand of 

Benjamin West the artist (she showed me his art works in the 

sitting room). It wasn’t until many years later when I started 

putting these “family stories” together that I realized that many 

great things about our Nation were actually tied to my backyard. 

WOW, what a revelation. 
 

What started as an idea by a great lady, Mary Henry Stites, has 

turned into an educational treasure trove. Our volunteer researches 

seem to learn something new every time they go through files or 

closets. Miss Mary, always the teacher, seems to still be helping a 

lot. Documents or artifacts seem to appear just when they are 

needed to put the pieces of a story together. 
 

Coincidence? I think not. History was very important to her, 

because she looked at the big picture of the founding of America 

and the struggles to hold onto and grow this wonderful Nation. 

Miss Mary talked of the importance of Bethlehem and Nazareth to 

the American Revolution. She also talked about how her relatives 

made iron, ran stores, got into the coal industry, and saved forests 

by starting the Pennsylvania Forestry Services.  Miss Mary also 

proudly told how her family built schools and churches and got 

involved in government and the judicial systems, all the while 

employing dozens of local people in its manufacturing operations. 

She made the “connections” to bring history to present life. 
 

This is our goal. Our volunteers are doing living History events, 

teaching classes in leatherwork, horn work, gun making, basketry, 

pottery, hearth and fire cooking, and more. The John Joseph Home 

is being brought to life with clothing displays and more. Miss 

Mary loved her gardens and our volunteers have been working for 

years to bring back their original beauty. 
 

Our Volunteers…. Our Volunteers…. Our Volunteers. … 

YES, they are talking to you. Why are YOU not one of “Our 

Volunteers”? 
 

There is so much to be done. Come help, please. Leave your mark 

for the future. 
 

Joe DiGerlando 
President 
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Sarah White, Editor 

The Jacobsburg Record 

If you are interested in contributing to our  

newsletter, please contact the society office. 

President’s report 
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Jacobsburg Historical Society 
welcomes you to Historic Boulton! 

World War II Living History Weekend 
Sat. June 18 (9am-5pm) & Sun. June 19 (9am-3pm) 
Allied & German camps, honor our veterans, vehicle 
displays, flea market, food, music & more! 
 
Basket Weaving Workshop 
Sat. June 25 (10am-4pm) 
Enjoy a fun and relaxing day weaving your own 
beautiful “Tote” basket. 
Pre-registration is required.  
 
Advanced Horn Class 
Sat. June 25 (9am-5pm) & Sun. June 26 (9am-3pm) 
Early American Craft Center 
Pre-registration is required.  
 
Dixon’s Gunmakers Fair 
July 29-31 (Fri. & Sat. 9am-5pm, Sun. 9am-3pm) 
Dixon’s Muzzle Loading Shop, Kempton, PA 
Come visit the JHS Educational Display! 
 
Summer Community Picnic at Boulton 
Sun. August 21 (12pm-4pm) 
Hotdogs, lemonade, horseshoes, & croquet! 
 
Lehigh Valley Italian American Festival 
Sat. September 17 (12pm-6pm) 
Held at the Boulton Historic Site 
Vendors, Food, Entertainment, Bocce Tournament 
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Items from the Collection 

Lawn Boots 

by Karen Whitehill 

Earlier in the week, the ladies had discovered water damage 

in the front (Victorian) bedroom and the task of this 

particular morning was to empty the “cubby” directly above 

the bedroom so that the Society’s maintenance volunteers 

could inspect the area for water leaks. This particular 

undertaking had been on the House Committee’s to do list 

for quite some time, but with the bedroom damage, the 

mission became urgent.  

 

Donning dust masks and work gloves, Kay and Karen 

opened the door to the storage space and used Clorox wipes 

to remove years of grime from the back of the door. The 

storage area was packed nearly to capacity and everything 

stored there was covered in dust and dirt.  

 

There were broken pieces of wood, boards with nails, rotted 

shutters, and a box of wallpaper scraps. Amazingly, there 

were also some “finds.” The women opened several boxes 

of neatly stored clothing in beautiful condition. The notable 

items of clothing included an early twentieth century lady’s 

velvet  cape  with  fringe trim, a little girl’s 1920s era dress, 

and an assortment of interesting accessories.  

Then Karen spotted a box pushed back under the eaves of the 

cubby and pulled it out. It was rather heavy but opened easily. 

Kay and Karen peered into the box at the same time and saw 

four large leather objects that resembled horseshoe crabs!  

“What is this?” they both exclaimed nearly at the same time. 

Karen lifted one of the items out and it became instantly clear 

that the four objects were some type of boots for a horse!  

 

The leather was dry and the boots still contained bits of grass 

and dried mud. Each toe of each boot was approximately 10 

inches in diameter and made to fit over a horse hoof and shoe. 

The back of each boot had a leather tongue with a strap that fed 

through a leather loop and fastened with a buckle. The toe of 

each boot was decorated with half circles made from leather 

and each boot was imprinted with letters – possibly denoting 

which foot the boot belonged to. What a find! But what were 

they exactly? 

 

According to The Antique Horse: Collecting Equestrian History 

(http://www.sportingcollection.com/blog/?p=83), these boots 

would have been strapped onto hooves to prevent the animal 

from creating divots on a lawn. They were primarily used in the 

nineteenth century when animals were used to pull lawnmowers 

and rollers on large areas of grass. Pulling lawn equipment 

without foot protection for the horse would defeat the purpose 

of cutting the grass neatly because the gardener would have to 

follow the horse to repair the divots from their hooves. 

 

This website describes the boots in some detail.  

 

They are made of thick leather and have a strap that 

would fasten around the pastern, and a lower strap that 

fastened behind the heel. The soles are generally made 

of leather. They are sometimes sewn on and sometimes 

riveted. The soles often have small studs – wet grass 

can be pretty slippery. 

 

Most that turn up are probably Victorian. They do show 

up in old gardener’s catalogues. Ultimately they are a 

fascinating bit of equestrian history and an ingenious 

piece of problem solving. 

The morning of  Thursday 

April 7, 2016, dawned 

cold and gray, matching the 

moods of  JHS volunteers 

Kay Tomko and Karen 

Whitehill. 
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From a dreary day and a messy job, Kay and Karen found another treasure from the Henry family, 

reinforcing the old saying that “every cloud has a silver lining.” 

 

We will be displaying our equestrian lawn boots after they have been cleaned and the leather has 

been treated and refreshed. 
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Mathew S. Henry and the Invention of the Lehigh Valley 

by Scott Paul Gordon, Lehigh University 

Mathew Schropp Henry’s History of the Lehigh Valley, published in book form in 

1860, invented the Lehigh Valley. It’s an odd proposition, to be sure: surely the 

Lehigh Valley existed long before 1860! Well, yes. The geographical features 

existed long before that and many of the towns—Bethlehem, Allentown, Easton—

were flourishing by the Revolutionary War nearly a hundred years before M. S. 

Henry wrote his volume. So in what way did Henry “invent” the Lehigh Valley? 

 

It is interesting to discover that the term “Lehigh Valley” was not common before 1860. The earliest use of the term that I've 

been able to find is in the Travels in the Interior of North America by Maximillian, Prince of Wied. Maximillian journeyed 

from Mauch Chunk to Bethlehem—“through the deep and narrow Lehigh Valley”—in August 1832. A magazine's description 

of Mauch Chunk (now Jim Thorpe) in 1833 also uses the term “Lehigh Valley.” A slight variation of the term—“the valley of 

the Lehigh”—was actually used in print in 1831, referring to a plan to build a railroad from the “coal region down the valley of 

the Lehigh river to its confluence with the Delaware at Easton.” It’s worth noting that the “Delaware, Lehigh, Schuylkill and 

Susquehanna Railroad Company,” incorporated in 1847, was renamed the “Lehigh Valley Railroad” only in 1853. 

 

What unifies all these early uses is that by “Lehigh Valley” or “valley of the Lehigh” they mean the valley formed by the 

Lehigh River itself as it snaked south from Mauch Chunk to Allentown and then east from Allentown through Bethehem to 

Easton. The term, quite literally, referred to the valley formed by the river itself.  

 

But is this “Lehigh Valley”—the Lehigh Valley of 1835 or even 1855—the “Lehigh Valley” that we know today, the area that 

we think of when we refer to the “Lehigh Valley”? I don’t think so. As Richmond E. Myers wrote in a newspaper article in the 

1960s (republished in his Lehigh Valley: The Unsuspected [1973]), “the valley of the Lehigh river is not the Lehigh Valley.” 

Our Lehigh Valley is the geographical area bordered by the Blue Mountains to the north and by South Mountain to the south. 

The Delaware River forms its eastern border, and, while different people would likely identify a different western border, most 

would place it around the Schuykill River. Only part of the “valley of the Lehigh river,” then, falls within this Lehigh Valley. 

Fifty miles of the Lehigh river lie north of the Blue Mountains. When we use the term “Lehigh Valley,” we don’t mean the 

river valley that was formed by and that surrounds the L-shaped Lehigh River. We mean the area bounded by the two mountain 

ranges.  

 

But the geographical area that we mean by the Lehigh Valley—the area between the Blue Mountains and South Mountain—did 

not always have a shared identity. People didn’t always think of it, as we do, as a natural geographical area. W. Ross Yates 

suggested in a short “History of the Lehigh Valley Region” (which he produced in 1963 for a Lehigh-Northampton County 

Joint Planning Commission) that it was only in wartime—especially the French and Indian War that troubled this area from 

1755 to 1758 and again in 1763—that the area we consider the Lehigh Valley had any “unity.” The “Indian Wars and the War 

of Independence,” Yates wrote, “temporarily brought a measure of unity to the region.” 

 

During the French and Indian War, residents who lived between the Blue Mountain and South Mountain found that the 

northern mountain range was no protection from Indian raids—and many fled south. In February 1756, the Moravian bishop 

Augustus Gottlieb Spangenberg reported that the “Savages” had “cleard near fifty Miles up from Nazareth...from all 

Inhabitants,” and “Nazareth and Bethlehem were [now] the Frontier Places.” Spangenberg added that “We will stay where we 

are, for if we should give way, the whole county lies open before [the enemy Indians], and there is not one place between here 

and Germantown where they will be stopped.” 



Page 7 

Spangenberg’s account shows that wartime and the 

collapsing frontier helped shape the “Lehigh Valley” 

into coherent unit. An external threat made the area 

between the Blue Mountains and South Mountain 

seem a natural geographic unit—an area defined by 

its vulnerability to a terrifying enemy.  
 

But, as quickly as this unity formed, it evaporated 

when the Indian threat did. This unity, as Yates’s 

remark emphasized, was temporary. With no threat 

and no war, residents no longer treated the area 

between the Blue Mountains and South Mountain as 

a coherent geographical area. As we have seen, the 

term “Lehigh Valley” and “valley of the Lehigh” 

were rare between 1765 and 1850 and, when they 

were used, they referred not to the area between the 

Blue Mountains and South Mountain but rather to 

the valley formed by the river that flowed from 

north of Mauch Chunk down through Allentown to 

Easton. 
 

Mathew Henry’s History of the Lehigh Valley helped re-unify or re-create the Lehigh Valley that we know. Henry treated the 

Lehigh Valley as a tourist destination for railroad passengers. “Since the completion of the Lehigh Valley Railroad,” Henry 

writes in his preface, “this region has been visited by thousands” who have been “gratified and delighted by the scenery, the 

novelty of the objects, and the exhilarating ... mountain atmosphere.” But these travelers have “expressed their regret that a 

book descriptive of the many objects of interest had never been published.” Henry’s History filled that void, offering histories 

of the many towns through which the railroad passed from Mauch Chunk to Easton and also superbly detailed plates that 

depicted towns, mountain scenery, and other attractions. The title of the volume alone demanded an answer: what was this 

“Lehigh Valley”? What was its extent? While Henry’s volume also follows the bend of the river—since the railroad did—the 

narratives that fill the volume depict the space bounded by the two mountains as an area with a shared history and culture. 

Henry saw that history, as much as geography, had formed the Lehigh Valley that we live in. 
 

There is an interesting coda to this interesting story. The Jacobsburg Historical Society’s library has several copies of Henry’s 

1860 History. It is not a rare volume and can be found in many libraries. (It’s also available free on Google Books.) But we 

now know that Mathew Henry published his History serially, in five separate issues, beginning in 1859. We know this because 

Joe and Carolyn Flemish recently donated a set of the original serials, all five volumes, to the Jacobsburg Historical Society. 

These are extremely rare. The only libraries in the world known to possess the complete set of five are the New York Historical 

Society and the University of Michigan’s William Clements Library. 

 

It seems right that these rare volumes by Henry should be at Jacobsburg. Mathew S. Henry was born in Nazareth in 1790, the 

fifth child and second son of William Henry II. His father sent him off to apprentice with a shopkeeper in Lititz in 1806, but he 

returned to Nazareth before his apprenticeship was complete and helped his father run a small store for his factory workers. 

(This was controversial, but that story is for another issue of the newsletter). Mathew Henry spent the last decades of his life in 

Philadelphia, identifying himself as a historian and writing histories of Northampton County (unpublished: the manuscript is at 

the Historical Society of Pennsylvania), of his grandfather William Henry of Lancaster (unpublished: the manuscript is at the 

American Philosophical Society), of the Delaware language (unpublished: the manuscript is at the Historical Society of 

Pennsylvania), and (as we have seen here) of the Lehigh Valley. But before he moved to Philadelphia he lived at Jacobsburg. 

He erected a blast furnace at Jacobsburg that produced its first ton of pig iron in May 1825. Henry made ten-plate wood stoves, 

pots, kettles, and skillets at this furnace, which he called Catherine Furnace after his wife. The Jacobsburg Historical Society 

possesses two stove plates from the Catherine Furnace. The original serial publications of Mathew S. Henry’s History of the 

Lehigh Valley will be on display in the J. Joseph Henry house throughout the 2016-17 season. Come visit to see the books that 

“invented” the Lehigh Valley!  
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Serving Up History 

Ambrosia 

 
Peel and section oranges, the number adjusted to the number of servings required.  Add a small 

amount of sugar to taste. Grate a fresh coconut – fresh is by far the best if your fingers can stand 

the grating and if you can face opening the coconut. My usual method is to go out on the back 

walk with coconut, hammer and a Boy Scout Axe and go to work; of course, this way you lose the 

milk, but who wants that anyway. Then in your best cut glass dish put a layer of oranges, then a 

layer of coconut – continue until the dish is full, ending with a layer of coconut.   

Chill until ready to serve. Sliced bananas and sectioned grapefruit may be added if you wish,  

but we always used just the oranges – after all, why gild the lily! 

This recipe appeared in the May 1975 issue of The Record.   

It was submitted by Mary Henry Stites.  

 

After so many rich recipes perhaps a change of pace is in order. Here is a dessert 

that can be adjusted to each family’s taste, increased, decreased, sweetened, 

changed in any way you like. It is particularly good after a holiday meal when 

everybody has eaten too much anyway and the very thought of pie a la mode is too 

uncomfortable even to contemplate. 

Instructions 
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Past Events 

Looking Back on Spring 2016 

Spring Grounds Cleanup Day 

Saturday, April 23, 2016 
 

Our Master Gardener, Bobbie DiGerlando, would like to thank 

everyone that came out on Saturday, April 23 for our soggy 

Spring Grounds Clean-Up Day. Everyone worked hard to make 

the Boulton Historic Site look wonderful for our  Museum Season 

Opening Weekend!  Special thanks to all the scouts that came out 

to help mulch, rake, and weed.   

 

Museum Season Opening Weekend 

Saturday & Sunday, May 7 & 8, 2016 
 

The Boulton Historic Site was alive again for our 2016 Museum 

Season Opening Weekend. Many thanks to all of our wonderful 

volunteers for sharing their love of Jacobsburg to the public.  
 

Saturday’s Annual Plant Sale was a great success again this year. 

Our Garden Committee outdid themselves with a wide selection 

of many popular  perennials, annuals, herbs,  and house plants. 
 

Thanks to Jim Wagner and Chip Moyer, we were able to have the 

“new” Carriage Shed and the Henry Family Boat House  open to 

visitors on Saturday. 
 

We had lots of fun at the Six-Gun Justice Old West camp that 

was setup in front of the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum on 

Saturday. They had a wonderful display of period firearms and 

leather work, and they gave out sheriff’s stars and certificates to 

the kids. We have already invited them to come visit us again 

during our Community Picnic in August. 
 

If the weather kept you from visiting Boulton during the Museum 

Season Opening weekend, be sure to come out to see  the new 

WWII exhibit in the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum any 

Saturday or Sunday from 12 noon to 4pm through October. Stop 

in to visit the John Joseph Henry House and Summer Kitchen on 

the third Sunday of the month from 12 noon to 4pm to see the 

updated kitchen, the new child’s room, and the fabulous clothing 

displays.   

Correction to Looking Back at Winter 2016: JHS members Earl Van Norman, Karen Whitehill, and Terry Murphy attended the Bible 

Fellowship Church on January 29 for their annual Sportsmen’s Night Banquet and Expo. We had incorrectly listed St. John’s UCC. JHS 

members Joe and Bobbie DiGerlando attended the St. John’s UCC Sportsmen’s Dinner. 
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Time to Renew Your JHS Membership! 
MAKE HISTORY LIVE AT BOULTON - BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

 

Please take a moment to complete and return the Membership 
Form below.  Please encourage your family and friends to do the 
same.  If possible, add a donation to help continue our work.  In 
an effort to reduce mailing costs, we are including this request 
with your newsletter. 
 

We are an all-volunteer organization and we would love to have 
YOU take part in our programs and volunteer your time with us. 
 

All of our events, activities, educational programs, and outreach 
efforts are provided by volunteers giving generously of their 
precious time and resources.  We provide programs for churches, 
schools, community groups, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, and we 
participate in many other types of outreach events. 
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS 

The popularity of our museums and programs is growing by leaps 

and bounds! As a result, we are looking for additional volunteers. 

 
We have many opportunities available: docents for our John Joseph 
Henry House and the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, Early 
American Craft Education, genealogy, Henry history, local history, 
office help,  newsletter, gardening,  and historic site maintenance. 
 
OUR DOCENT TEAM is dedicated to enriching the experiences of 
our visitors by providing insight into the John Joseph Henry House 
and the Henry family. Their interpreting skills make our historic site 
come to life and help create lasting memories for all who visit us. 

To find out more, please call the JHS Office at 610-759-9029,  

or email us at jacobsburg@rcn.com. 

Each and every volunteer is an integral member of our 

team. Although JHS does seek volunteers for specific 

duties, if you have an area of interest you believe we can 

benefit from, please do not hesitate to contact us. We 

would love for you to share your passion with us and 

become part of our community. 
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M U S E U M  H O U R S 

————— 
 

Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum 
 

Noon—4:00 pm every Saturday and Sunday 
Starting May 7, 2016 through October 30, 2016. 

 

John Joseph Henry House 
Museum and Grounds 

 

Noon—4:00 pm  
on the third Sunday of each month starting May 2016. 

 

Group tours are available.  
Please contact the Society Office  

at 610-759-9029 to schedule a visit. 

Jacobsburg Historical Society 

P.O. Box 345 

Nazareth, PA 18064 
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Find us on Facebook! 
At “Boulton Historic Site  

and Jacobsburg Historical Society”, 

and visit our website at 
 

www.JacobsburgHistory.com 


