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Museum Season  
Opening Weekend  

Come visit our beautiful  
Boulton Historic Site during our 

Museum Season Opening Weekend. 
 

Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, 
1832 J. Joseph Henry House,  

Summer Kitchen and Gardens, 
Nicholas Hawk Gun Shop, 

Early American Craft Center, 
Boat House, and Carriage Shed 

will be open for tours! 
 

A taste of the “Old West” with Six Gun Justice  
 

Annual Plant Sale 
in the side yard of the JJH House 

Saturday 9am - 1pm 
 

Historical Dress-Up Social 
in the formal gardens of the JJH House 

Saturday 1pm 
(pre-registration required) 

Saturday, May 19, 2018 

10am - 4pm 

Sunday, May 20, 2018 

12pm - 4pm 



Executive Board 
 

Amy Gular, President 
Susan Bergen, 1st Vice President 

Paul Lopresti, 2nd Vice President 
 Aaron Hook, Treasurer 

 Adam Stephan, Secretary 

Board of Directors 

Gary Asteak 
Bobbie DiGerlando 

Joe DiGerlando 
Dave Ehrig 
Joe Flemish 

Scott Gordon 
 

Larry Gular 
Casey Hoch 

Andrea Smith 
Ted Shaffer 
Paul Split 

 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board 
of Directors meets each month in the  

Early American Craft Center,  
402 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA. 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society 
is a member supported non-profit  

organization dedicated to preserving 
and presenting the art and industry 
of Early America, and the character 
of the individuals and community 

that created and sustained that 
enterprise. 

The Jacobsburg Record seeks to 
provide  the members of the 
Jacobsburg Historical Society 
with information relevant to its 
mission while creating a sense 
of  community and connection.  
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Sarah White, Editor 
Scott Gordon, Editor 

The Jacobsburg Record 

If you are interested in contributing to our  
newsletter, please contact the society office. 

Spring Grounds Clean Up Day  
 

Saturday, April 21, 2018 from 8am-12pm 
Great Earth Day Community Service project 
 for students and Scouts. 8am refreshments! 

 
Museum Season Opening Weekend 

 

Saturday and Sunday, May 19–20, 2018 
Museums open 10am–4pm on Saturday 

and Sunday 12pm–4pm 
Annual Plant Sale and special programs. 

 
Step Outdoors Lehigh Valley at 

SteelStacks, Bethlehem PA  
 

Saturday and Sunday, June 2–3, 2018 
Saturday 10am–5pm and Sunday 10am–4pm  

Come visit the JHS Educational Display  
including Early American Craft activities! 

 
Basket Weaving Workshop 

 

Early American Craft Center 
Saturday, June 16, 2018, 9:30am–4pm 

Pre-registration Required 

 
World War II Living History Weekend 

 

Saturday and Sunday, June 23–24, 2018 
Saturday 9am–5pm and Sunday 9am–3pm  

Tour Allied & German camps, see period vehicle 
displays, meet with WWII Veterans.   

Battle Reenactment–Vendors–Music–Food 

 
Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum 

 

Saturday & Sunday, July 21 & 22, 2018 
Open to the Public 12pm–4pm 

 
1832 J. Joseph Henry House 

Museum, Summer Kitchen & Grounds 
 

Sunday, July 22, 2018 
Open to the Public 12pm–4pm 

 
Dixon’s Gunmakers Fair, Kempton PA 

 

Friday-Sunday, July 27–29, 2018 
Come visit the JHS Educational Display! 

Friday and Saturday, 9am–5pm and Sunday 9am–3pm 

Upcoming Events... 



Page 3 Page 3 

Past Events 

Looking Back on Winter 2018 

 

Eighteenth-Century Artisan Show 

Country Cupboard, Lewisburg PA 

Friday & Saturday, February 2-3, 2018 

 

Dave Ehrig, along with Amy and Larry Gular, had a 

wonderful time staffing our JHS display table at the 

Eighteenth-Century Artisan Show in Lewisburg. It 

was great seeing so many of our friends and we made 

some new ones too.   

 

 

Whitetail  Deer Classic Banquet 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 

 

Joe DiGerlando, Paul Lopresti, and Aaron Hook had 

a fun evening representing JHS again at the Whitetail 

Deer Classic Banquet. This event is a major 

fundraiser for the Northampton County Youth Field 

Day foundation. The NC Youth Field Day is held the 

first Saturday in June each year at the Stockertown 

Rod & Gun Club. This is a FREE day of “hands on” 

education in the joys of outdoor sports for kids aged 

seven to fifteen and their parents. Paul Lopresti is a 

proud supporter of this event and assists the youth 

with shooting a muzzleloader. 

 

St. John’s UCC Wild Game Dinner 

Saturday, March 3, 2018 

 

Joe DiGerlando and Paul Lopresti represented JHS at 

this annual event at St. John’s UCC. They enjoyed 

sharing information about the Boulton Historic Site 

and had a nice display of Henry rifles.   
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Item from the Collection: A Ghost Story 
Scott Paul Gordon, Lehigh University 

 

One of the more puzzling letters in the Jacobsburg 

Historical Society archives describes a visit from a 

ghost in 1760. The letter was written by Mary Penry 

(1735-1804), a Welsh immigrant who lived for a decade 

in Philadelphia before joining the Moravian community 

at Bethlehem in 1756. Her 

mother, who remained in 

Philadelphia, died in 1760. In 

the letter (printed in full on the 

facing page), Penry describes 

her encounter with her mother’s 

ghost. At this time, Penry lived 

in the single sisters’ house in 

Bethlehem, which still stands 

on Church Street. About 

seventy five other single women 

lived there, including their 

spiritual leader, Anna Rosina 

Anders (the “Anna Rosel” 

mentioned in the letter). Penry 

remained in Bethlehem’s single 

sisters’ house until 1762, when 

she moved to Lititz. She lived 

in the single sisters’ house there 

until her death in 1804. 

 

How did this letter end up with 

the Henry family (and so in the 

JHS archives)? We don’t know. But it turns out that 

Penry’s story about her mother’s ghost circulated 

widely in the late eighteenth century. A second copy of 

the letter, which omits the first 300 words and features 

more standard spelling, survives in a commonplace 

book (a collection of extracts from others’ writings) in 

the collections of the Moravian Archives in Bethlehem. 

It is unclear who kept this particular commonplace 

book. And we know that other copies circulated as well: 

Esther Duché Hill (1760-1835) recalled that when she 

was in England (1777 to 1792) her grandmother in  

 

Philadelphia sent her Mary Penry’s “remarkable Dream 

of her Mother.” An English Moravian commonplace 

book from Bristol or Bath, now lost, contained “a dream 

sent from Philadelphia in 1787,” surely Penry’s. This 

evidence suggests that Penry’s dream was copied 

frequently and sent from 

person to person (and not just 

among Moravians). The copy 

at Jacobsburg likely found its 

way into the Henry family in 

the late eighteenth or early 

nineteenth century.  

 

The Jacobsburg copy is not in 

Penry’s own handwriting. The 

letter itself, folded for so many 

years, has split into six pieces. 

Thankfully none of the pieces 

are missing. We do not know 

when Penry wrote this 

account, but she had to have 

written it sometime between 

1760 (when her mother died) 

and 1787 (when the story 

seems to have made its way 

across the Atlantic). The copy 

of this letter in the Jacobsburg 

Historical Society archives 

will appear in The Letters of Mary Penry: A Single 

Moravian Woman in Early America, which will be 

published in August by Pennsylvania State University 

Press.  

 

 

Here, printed in full, is Penry’s  

“remarkable Dream of her Mother”: 

The last page of Mary Penry’s letter describing the 
1760 visit from her mother’s ghost.  

 
Henry Family Papers, 1740-1989, Series 6, Box 1:20.  

Jacobsburg Historical Society Archives.   
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My dearest mother frequently told me when in health, that if she should be called home to our dear Saviour without 
seeing & taking leave of me she would beg for permission to visit me after her decease. I entreated her not to come, 
alledging my weakness, & that I could not support it. Well my dear, said she, see you I must, & if I have leave, I will visit 
you in your sleep & converse with you without putting you in fear. This she told me very positive the last time I saw her, 
which was in May 1760. She departed this life the 21st of September the same year. As I did not hear one word of her 
illness & received the account of her decease eight days after, I found it very hard to reconcile myself, & grieved & 
lamented more than I ought to have done. I was as much desireous of her appearing to me as I had been against it, & 
frequently walked out of evening’s alone in hope of seeing her. About ten days after her death I went to bed very much 
depressed indeed & lamented my loss of so tender a mother (as she had been to me) with many tears. In this situation of 
mind I fell asleep & had the following dream or more properly Vision, for such it really was!  
 
Methought I was in a place in the open air, & looking upwards, I saw my dear Mama descend & come gently towards 
me, in a robe of such a dazzling brightness that it exceeded every thing I ever saw in my life. She seated herself by me, & 
thus she spoke to me. My dear child! I have asked & obtained leave of our dear Saviour to come to you, as I have 
observed the concern you are under & am now ready to answer any questions which you have to ask. Upon this I 
looked steadfastly at her, but was quickly obliged to cast down my eyes, for although I knew every feature in her face, yet 
her countenance shone with such a brightness that I could no more bear to look at her, than at the sun at Noon-day. Yet 
I was not sensible of the least fear or terror. As she had frequently expressed a great fear of death, the first thing which I 
asked was, wether she had an easy departure? To which she replied, My dear I was not sensible of the pains of death, my 
dear Saviour had taken away the sting. As soon as I departed I approached our Saviour’s feet as a poor worm, & met 
with a most gracious reception. He then took a book in his hand & held it open, in which my name was wrote in such 
large characters that all the saints & Angels could read it—& then our Saviour pronounced these words: Mary Attwood! 
because thou hast kept the word of my patience, so have I kept thee from the hour of temptation! She then paused, as if 
to give me time for recollection—And indeed my thoughts were manyfold. I felt such a secret curiosity to know what 
manner she was happy & had not courage to speak my thoughts, which she seemed to perceive. However with a 
faultering voice I said: And are you indeed happy! Here she assumed a serious countenance, & in a very ernest tone of 
voice spoke as follows. It is not permitted me to tell you what my degree of happiness is! Enough that I am happy. As 
happy as is consistant for me to be—more happiness would do me no good & with less I should not be contented.  
 
She then took occasion from my asking her this question to rebuke my curiosity. You know my dear child said she, that 
our favorite theme was usually the life to come, but I charge you, not to pry too deep into those mysteries—poor mortals 
pretend to describe what they can scarce form an idea of, for the tongues of Men & of Angels cannot describe the 
unutterable happiness of the blessed spirits with our Saviour! After pausing a little, she asked wether the stroke 
(meaning her death) was not much lighter than what I had expected? I said yes—Upon which she replied, I beged our 
Saviour to make it easy to you—Your Sister Anna Rosel behaved very kind to you—I stood by when she told you of my 
decease. She then as near as I recollect spoke as follows: Our Saviour together with his perfect Congregation, often visits 
sometimes one, sometimes the other Congregation, & there we pitch our Tents, were your eyes opened to see the 
numbers which surround you, you would then have reason to say your meeting hall is too small. When our Saviour 
observes among the members of the Congregation an indifference toward him, he says, Arise, let us go hence, but he 
never goes away without leaving a fire of love in those hearts who become sensible of their errors, that they burn with 
desire after his appearing. –And you, my dear child, do you not depend upon this & comfort yourself with saying Our 
Savour is gracious, merciful & long suffering. It is most certainly true that he is so, but do you not try his patience too 
much, for he will not bear so much from his selected children, as from worldlings. You have now lost your Mother, and 
are an Orphan, do not put your trust in any one, but in our Saviour, take him for your Father, your friend, & your all. 
He has promised to supply my place toward you, & that he will do an hundred fold! Make him your only object & have 
no other, above all let his suffrings be weighty to your heart. Jesus martyr! Jesus martyr! She repeated (holding up her 
hands to heaven) Jesus’ death! Jesus' sufferings! O what powerful words! For this we continually fall at his feet & adore 
him. Do not be impatient my child, to come to our Saviour, in two or three hours, after my reckoning, you will be with 
me. She then seemed to be going, I beg[g]ed her to stay a little longer. No, was the answer, No my child, I cannot leave 
heaven for you. I then asked her to come again to which she said No, this time, but no more—I am called and must go to 
my Order—& then she ascended in a tract of light—I looked after her till she disappeared, & then awoke in a peculiar 
situation of heart & mind which it is not in my power to describe.  
           Mary Penry 
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A one-of-a-kind rifle at the Jacobsburg 

Environmental Education Center 
Rob Neitz, Director, JEEC 

In November 2013, the education and administrative staff of 

Jacobsburg Environmental Education Center (JEEC) officially 

moved into the new education and visitor center under the fanfare 

of a Henry longrifle salute. Since that point, we’ve been working 

on an interpretive plan to figure out what stories we want to tell 

our visitors and how we are going to tell them. 

 

One storyline that seems like a must tell is the relationship 

between the Henry family, their family business, and the family’s 

connection to the outdoors. If you haven’t read about James 

Henry’s bill on revegetating the waterways of the 

commonwealth, please check it out at this link http://paconservationheritage.org/.  

 

We are pleased, too, that the “Notice to Visitors of Henrys Woods,” written and posted by Granville Henry, matches what State 

Parks ask today of their visitors. Granville Henry encouraged people to visit the woods and to enjoy its resources, but he also 

asked that they follow rules regarding leaving no litter and bringing no alcohol. Of course, skinny dipping was discouraged.  

 

The exhibit that many visitors will love best is the Pennsylvania longrifle that noted JHS gunmaker, Jim Correll, produced 

while he was teaching the longrifle classes at Boulton. Indeed, this is Rifle #12, which Jim made in the last longrifle class that 

he taught (when these classes were still taught in the basement of the longrifle museum). The beautiful rifle is a .45 caliber 

flintlock with a typical Henry-style brass patch box. Jim carved the stock out of curly maple.  

 

The goal of the JEEC is to provide visitors with 

background on the history of the park and 

information about the natural world. We want to 

give them a taste for the history of the Henry family 

and then send them to the Pennsylvania Longrifle 

Museum to learn more about the Henrys and about 

Jacobsburg Historical Society.  

 

In late spring/early summer we anticipate the 

installation of our new interpretive exhibits and 

hope you will stop by the park to visit the exhibits 

and enjoy a bit of nature as the Henrys did so many 

years ago. 
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Serving Up History 

Cooking Utensils Necessary in a Kitchen 

This information on what is necessary for a well-stocked kitchen is from  

Cookery from Experience by Sara T. Paul. It was published in 1875  

and was used faithfully by women in the Henry family.  

The Society has Volumes I and II in its collection.  

The Society has volumes I and II in its collection. 

 
Every kitchen should be provided with a fish-kettle, a soup-boiler, a ham or 

turkey boiler, dripping-pans of all sizes, from one large enough for a large turkey 
or young pig to the little one for a pair of pigeons or other small birds; three 

French metal or porcelain-lined saucepans, the largest one holding a quart, and 
the smallest half a pint; an oval braising or stewing kettle lined with tin or 

porcelain, with a close-fitting lid, and large enough to hold a leg of mutton or a 
pair of fowls, and those of a smaller size at least six in number, all with close-

fitting lids, for vegetables, stews, and gravies; a porcelain-lined preserving kettle, 
large enough to hold eight pounds of fruit with the sugar; a smaller size for 

stewing cranberries, peaches or other fruit; an oyster broiler; a beef-steak broiler, 
and one kept purposely for broiling fish; a farina boiler, for custards, milk, &c; six 

pie-plates made of tin, or, what is better, of iron, and if you intend to have 
chowder, or any kind of pot-pie, an old-fashioned iron pot, with a close-fitting lid. 

 

 

In the Introduction of Volume II, the author commented  
on the recipes contained within the two volumes.  

 
Every Recipe given has been carefully tested by either myself or my friends; it 
has been my aim to give only those that are reliable and practical, and I have 

made the instructions so explicit that the most inexperienced housekeeper may 
undertake the preparation of her own dishes, or give intelligent instructions to her 

servants, with the certainty of attaining a happy result.   



Page 8 

Mother Nature’s Fury Hits Boulton 

On March 2, following a vicious winter storm, Jim 

Wagner—the leader of the Mondays@Boulton crew 

and former member of the Board of Directors—

received an email titled “Boulton Storm Damage.” 

We’ve all received emails that we didn't want to open 

and Jim recognized this immediately as one of those 

emails. Having seen the damage wrought by hurricane 

Sandy a few years ago at Boulton, Jim was prepared for 

the worst. The email that he 

received said, in part: “No 

power here since about 

10:30am. The wind is still 

gusting so there may be 

more, but the major damage 

that I can see so far is to the 

‘hemlock lane’ on the PLRM 

side. Six or more large trees 

downed. Driveway to the 

PLRM is impassable.” 

 

The following Sunday, Jim 

and his wife went to Boulton 

to see the damage with their 

own eyes and camera. First 

the bad news: he found that, 

sure enough, the storm had 

knocked over six of the 

magnificent hemlocks across 

the street from the J. Joseph 

Henry House, piling them up 

as if they were pick-up 

sticks. The road to the PLRM 

was totally blocked, as was 

the walking trail. Some of the trees had broken part way 

up the trunks, while others had been totally uprooted 

and were now simply laying on their sides. Jim was 

heartbroken by the damage. As he said, it seemed just 

“one more step in Henrys Woods becoming Henrys 

Meadow.” 

There was, however, also some good news. For some 

reason, the damaged trees avoided hitting any of the 

major structures on the property. The white picket gate 

leading to the PLRM did suffer a direct hit and will 

need extensive rebuilding. But, all things considered, it 

is a small price to pay. Jim credits our good fortune to 

the spirits of the Henry Family that are often felt when 

we need help to care for the property.  

 

Our friends and partners at the 

JEEC have done an amazing 

job of clearing access to the 

PLRM and the walking trails. 

A significant mess still needs 

to be cleaned up: heavy 

equipment will probably be 

required. Jim expects, based 

on the site’s experience with 

Sandy, that even a basic 

restoration of the area will 

take the better part of this 

coming spring and summer.  

 

But a bigger question will 

remain. How can we restore 

the glory of “Hemlock Lane”? 

We can clear the debris and 

smooth out the grade, but 

replanting hemlocks in order 

to recapture the beauty of the 

lane will be a much bigger 

and more expensive issue. It 

is too soon to have an answer 

to this question, but the friends of Boulton will surely 

be discussing this for some time to come.  
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Saturday, May 19, 2018 : 10am - 4pm 
Sunday, May 20, 2018  : 12pm - 4pm 

Adults $5 - Children 12 and under are free! 
 

JHS members, Active Duty Military, and Scouts 
receive free admission. 

The Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum,  
1832 J. Joseph Henry House, Summer Kitchen,  

Nicholas Hawk Gun Shop, Early American Craft Center, 
Carriage Shed Exhibit, and Henry Boat House Exhibit  

will all be open for tours during this event!  

Museum Season Opening Weekend 

Annual Plant Sale 
Saturday, May 19th 9am-1pm 

In the side yard of the J.J. House 
 

We will have a variety of perennials, annuals, and house plants. 
This is a great fundraiser for the JHS Gardens! 

Six-Gun Justice 
19th-century Historical Presentation Group 

 

Come experience  a taste of the Old West at the Six-Gun Justice tent 
near the Nicholas Hawk Gun Shop.   

Historical Dress-Up Social 
Saturday, May 19th 1:00 pm 

In the formal gardens of the J.J. House 
 

(pre-registration is required - see flyer)  
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Help support Jacobsburg Historical Society! 
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Classes available in the spring and fall. 
Sundays, 12 - 5 pm for 9 classes 

Pre-registration is required 



Jacobsburg Historical Society 
P.O. Box 345 
Nazareth, PA 18064 
 
 
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Easton, PA 

Permit No. 10 

 

 

Find us on Facebook! 
 

At “Boulton Historic Site                         

and Jacobsburg Historical Society,” 

and visit our website at 
 

www.jacobsburghistory.com 

M U S E U M  H O U R S 
————— 

 

Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum 
 

Noon—4:00 pm Saturday and Sunday on the third 
weekend of each month in July, August, September 2018. 

 

Open for special events in May, June, October, and December; 
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm and Sunday Noon—4:00 pm. 

 

John Joseph Henry House 
Museum, Summer Kitchen, and Grounds 

 

Noon—4:00 pm on the third Sunday of each month  
In July, August, September 2018. 

 

Open for special events in May, June, October, and December; 
Saturday 10 am - 4 pm and Sunday Noon—4:00 pm. 

 

Group tours are available.  
Please contact the Society Office at 610-759-9029   
or email jacobsburg@rcn.com to schedule a visit. 


