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Board of Directors 

Sarah Atherton 
Bobbie DiGerlando 

Dave Ehrig 
Joe Flemish 
Ron Gabel 
Amy Gular 
Larry Gular 
Don Keller 
Carl Landis 

Tim Lubenesky 
Jeff Marsh 

Bill McCarthy 
Lance Metz 
John Molnar 
Ron Neitz 

Andrea Smith 
Tom Turtzo 
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The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board 
of Directors meets each month on the 

lower level of the Pennsylvania Longrifle 
Museum, 403 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA. 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society 
is a member supported non-profit  

organization dedicated to 
preserving and presenting the art 

and industry of Early America, and 
the character of the individuals and 

community that created and 
sustained that enterprise. 

The Jacobsburg Record seeks to  
provide  the members of the Jacobsburg 

Historical Society with information 
relevant to its mission while creating a 
sense of  community and connection. 
If you are interested in contributing to 

our newsletter, please contact the office 
at 610-759-9029. 

To the members of JHS: 
 
One of the constants of life is change.  We can try to hold 
on to things as they are, or make changes.  Jacobsburg 
Historical Society is no different.  Our members are trying 
to save the knowledge of the past, for the future 
generations.  This takes a lot of effort and dedication to 
the cause. 
 
Howard B. White (Howie) has spent many long years as a 
volunteer and also as a member of the Board of Directors 
of our Society.  Howie has also served as our President for 
many years.  He has decided to step down from both roles.  
We thank Howie for his many, many years of dedication 
and service to the cause of preserving our historical 
heritage and helping to tell the story of Jacobsburg and the 
important role of our neighbors in building America. 
 
We wish Howie well and hope that he will still be a 
regular face at our many events at Boulton. 
 
We also wish to thank Ira Hiberman for the work he has 
done as our Executive Director.  Your Board of Directors 
has decided that we cannot continue to fund the position 
of a paid ED. 
 
What does this all mean for the future of Jacobsburg 
Historical Society? 
 
CHANGES.  We have been blessed with a great crew of 
volunteers.  Some have been around a while and many 
new faces have joined us.  There is, for example, the 
“Monday Morning list crew” that arrives around 9:00 am 
and works until lunch.  The gang is undertaking the many 
maintenance and restoration tasks that Jim Wagner has 
discovered and put on his “needs done list.”  This very 
enthusiastic crew is joined by the “Gardeners,” led by 
Bobbie DiGerlando.  Experienced and novice gardeners 
work together to keep the flower and vegetable gardens 
looking superb all season.   

 
Continued on page 3 
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There are also many other volunteers that work in the office, performing the many tasks like mailings, 
newsletters, and answering mail.  We also have our docents and greeters that perform the all-important 
duties of answering visitor’s questions while they keep a sharp eye on our treasures.  Many of our 
volunteers are husband/wife teams that are in love with Jacobsburg and what we are doing, and most 
help in multiple roles.  We are blessed with volunteer instructors teaching gunmaking, horn crafting, 
leather work, and more, in our Early American Craft Center. 
 
There are many opportunities and we will be highlighting them on our future web pages.  Be sure to 
visit http://www.jacobsburghistory.com/ to keep up with all the latest news and happenings.  Our 
Home Page opens with: 
 
“Jacobsburg Historical Society was an idea born in the fall of 1972. Members of various community 
groups worked together for a common cause: to preserve the beauty of the Bushkill Creek Valley, 
particularly the Henrys Woods area. They also pledged to bring to life the rich history and culture of 
the lost industrial community area of Jacobsburg, Filetown, and Boulton.” 
 
This is YOUR SOCIETY and we all need to help.  It is no secret that the economy is not good and 
many people are in a financial crunch.  JHS is no different.  Much of our funding in the past came 
from government agency grants that are no longer being funded.  That means more competition for all 
other funding.  Your Board of Directors is being more creative in how we conduct business with your 
valuable donations. 
 
 We will rely on our volunteers to do what they can to help continue our important mission.  We will 
be looking for more opportunities for our community to be a part of our historic efforts, to research, 
restore, preserve, and present our message in a fun and educational way. 
 
Some great events are coming soon including a community picnic, a wine tasting event, our annual 
dinner, and of course, the renowned 2014 Market Faire and Rendezvous. 
 
Join us.  Visit us.  Help us. 
 
Joe DiGerlando 
President 
Jacobsburg Historical Society 
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There is a long-held and prevalent assumption that 
laws, either legal or social, forbade women to work at 
trades traditionally practiced by men. Wouldn’t the 
work of a blacksmith, for example, be  “too 
demanding”? Didn’t women “have children to care 
for?” But 18th and 19th century daily life was not so 
black and white.  
 
As historians we should encourage our visitors to 
move beyond their high school history textbooks. But 
an even larger and more important responsibility and 
privilege is to portray periods in history in ways that 
allow our visitors to make connections, to relate to 
what they are seeing and hearing, and above all, to 
realize that history is not just a study of the past: it is 
also a study of the present. 
 
Sure, wielding a blacksmith’s hammer might not 
have been every young girl’s dream job. A stable 
family and home were important values of the 18th, 
19th, and even 20th centuries. But the presence of 
women in the working field, even in centuries past, 
however rare (and thus more valuable) the sources 
are, highlights the economic needs of troubling and 
uncertain times. During periods of uncertainty, a 
woman working in a traditionally male-dominated 
field was just what it appeared to be—a woman 
working to meet the economic needs of her family. 
Just as young children could be employed as soon as 
they were able, even in small tasks such as collecting  

wood or tending small animals, so too could women 
work where needed.  
 
Some women worked because they had no other 
choice. Perhaps her family needed the extra income. 
Perhaps she worked alongside her husband or her 
father, especially if she did not have brothers. 
Perhaps, as is detailed in many surviving records, 
ownership of a husband’s business passed down to 
his widow upon his death. It is also recorded that girls 
went into apprenticeships as young children upon the 
death of their parents, as evidenced by records known 
as “parish records” or “pauper records.”  
 
The decline of guilds in the 18th century caused a 
related decline in detailed record keeping, and as 
such, many traces of women working in alternative 
practices often went unrecorded. However, before the 
American Revolution, the colonies were full of 
women, particularly widows, running their own 
businesses. A brief visit to Colonial Williamsburg 
highlights the prevalence of working women, and the 
reason why is simple: there is, and was, work to be 
done. 
 
For further reading, please see “With All the Grace 
of the Sex”, by Donna Dene Woodward, in the 
Colonial Williamsburg Journal: 
 
http://www.history.org/Foundation/journal/Spring04/
women.cfm 
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Jacobsburg Historical Society’s annual Market Faire & Rendezvous is 
traditionally held during the last full weekend of October on the grounds of the 
Boulton Historic Site, just outside of Nazareth, Pennsylvania. This year’s event 
will be open to the public on Saturday, October 25th from 10:00 AM to 5:00 
PM and Sunday, October 26th from 10:00AM to 3:00PM.  Parking is available 
in the pasture behind the John Joseph Henry House at 402 Henry Road, just off 
the Belfast Exit on Route 33. 

The Market Faire & Rendezvous is family-friendly with a living history 
encampment representing many periods of American history, including the Pre-
Colonial, Colonial, and Fur Trade Eras. Demonstrations and events include 
primitive archery, blacksmithing, black powder demos, children’s games, a 
scavenger hunt, a Market Faire of 18th & 19th century traders, and individual 
blanket traders. 

Demonstrators of Early American Arts & Crafts will present their skills in 
leatherwork, hornwork, ropemaking, quillwork, shoemaking, and gunmaking near 
the Nicholas Hawk Gun Shop.  Open hearth cooking demonstrations will also be 
provided in the Summer Kitchen. 

The Early American Craft Center, the John Joseph Henry House Museum, the 
Nicholas Hawk Log Cabin Workshop, and the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum 
and gift shop will all be open to the public during this event. 

Saturday, October 25, 2014 • 10:00am - 5:00pm 
Sunday, October 26, 2014 • 10:00am - 3:00pm 

 
 

Adults $5  and Children 12 and under: Free 
 

FREE on-site parking 
 
 

JHS Members, Active Duty Military & Scouts 
receive free admission! 

 

www.jacobsburghistory.com 
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