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The 2010 Season at Boulton will be remembered as a time 

to give thanks for service past and present.  Just before the 
season started, Executive Director Jan Ballard announced her 

retirement and news of  an impending family move to Georgia.  

Jan is to be thanked for her dedication and hard work during 
her three years as E.D., and her work as project archivist before 

that. While her contributions are too many to list, chief  among 
Jan’s legacies to Boulton are her processing of  the Henry family 

archives and her vision for the John Joseph Henry House and 

grounds.  

On May 6, 2010 the Board of  Directors of  Jacobsburg 

Historical Society approved Lyndsey Brown as Jan's successor.  
Brown will assist the organization’s extensive volunteer network 

with the management, preservation, and expansion of  the 

Society’s museums and mission.   “We are delighted Lyndsey is 
spearheading Jacobsburg efforts at this time,” said Dave Ehrig, 

President of  the Board of  Directors.  “Her diverse background 
in fundraising combined with her academic talents are 

indispensable as we approach the 200
th

 anniversary of  the 

building of  the Boulton Gun Works in 1812, a critical moment 

in local industrial history.” 

Continued on Page 4
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Jacobsburg Historical Society

Board of Directors
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Howie White * Frank Willis
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Boulton
President's Report
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Are we reliving the past to preserve 
the future?  That was an honest 
question asked of  me at our JHS 
Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum 
Exhibit at the recent Kutztown Folk 
Festival.  Our 16x16-foot exhibit 
featured working gunsmiths; tireless 
leather and horn artisans; colorfully-
dressed re-enactors; a working rifling 
machine and many apprentices; tons of 
brochures, books, and toys; and all 
were there for one purpose:  The 
Future.

As president of  this wonderful 
Jacobsburg Historical Society for the 
last three years, the Board of  Directors 
and I have invested heavily in your 
future at Boulton.  During a difficult 
transition from our previous executive 
director, Jan Ballard, to our new E.D., 
Lyndsey Brown, we endeavored to 
define our mission and secure the 
necessary funding to preserve the past 
so we would have a future.  The fruits 
of  those labors are now hanging on 
that Boulton tree for all to enjoy.

Volunteers are that fruit.  The folk 
festival witnessed more than a dozen 
different JHS volunteers (Joe & Carolyn 
Flemish; Rocky Schreck; Craig Shuey; 
Joe & Bobbie DiGerlando; Rich Hujsa; 
Hoyt Masters; Sally Shutler; Frank 
Willis; Carl & Sharron Landis; Tom 
Varenchick; Lyndsey Brown; Carrie & 
Tristan Frigm; Matt & Dave Ehrig; 
Everett Howell; and Ron Gabel) 
enjoying each other’s company through 
the nine days as we answered questions 
and shared our historic passion.  More 
than handing folks an invitation to 
Boulton, our volunteers invited enough 
interested patrons to fill all of  our 
gunsmithing, horn making and leather 

working classes this coming year!  
Concurrently, Howie White, Bob 
Newell, and Lance Metz flew the flag at 
the Bachman House for Easton’s 
Heritage Day.

Our recent Rifle Frolic at Boulton 
witnessed not only a resurgence in 
rendezvous activities, there was a very 
noticeable volunteer effort on the part 
of  younger docents . . . and they, in 
turn, attracted the interest of  a score of 
youth.  Membership is increasing, with 
individuals and families (not to mention 
a few new life members) witnessing the 
vitality being exhibited in our museums  
and outreach programs, the future 
looks bright.

With those examples burning 
brightly in your Jacobsburg memory 
book, how about joining us?  Your 
input, enthusiasm and donations of  
time, historic items, and resources are 
truly preserving the past at Boulton so 
as to ensure the future for all 
Americans. 	 ~Dave Ehrig 

Board President Dave Ehrig poses along side of  an early black 
powder "force tester" at the original Hagley powder mill, along 
the banks of  the Brandywine River.  

The Jacobsburg Historical 
Society is a member-supported 

nonprofit organization dedicated 
to preserving and presenting the 
art and industry of making early 

American firearms, and the 
character of the individuals and 

community that created and 
sustained that enterprise.  

The Jacobsburg Record is 
published by the 

Jacobsburg Historical Society
P. O. Box 345,

402 Henry Road
Nazareth, Pennsylvania, 18064
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Re-enactors young and old bring history alive at Boulton, making our re-enactments possible.

A view across the kitchen garden.

The weather was absolutely beautiful on August 7 & 8 
for the annual Rifle Frolic held on the grounds of the 
Boulton Historic Site.  Visitors and re-enactors alike 
reveled in some of the most beautiful weather we have 
witnessed in years!  Guests enjoyed seeing the second 
floor of the John Joseph Henry House open for 
interpretation, within the easier environment of self-guided 
tours.  Across the street at the Pennsylvania Longrifle 
Museum a temporary exhibit of work from the Moll 

Family of Gunsmiths was 
on display as was 
reference material on 
Rogers' Rangers from the 
collection of Lance Metz.  
Visitor counts were a bit 
lower than the weather 
might have suggested; 
spread the word that the 
William Henry Atherton 
bridge is indeed open!  As 
always, the weekend 
happened because of the 
volunteers and members 
of the Jacobsburg 
Historical Society - thank 
you.   Join us Oct 30/31 

for Rendezvous 2010!

New Caterer, Christina. Welcome!

A sample of  the beautiful artistry of  the Moll Family of  Gunsmiths.  

Boulton builds freindships that last forever.  Volunteers extraordinaire , Dave Ehrig and Bill Henry Atherton take 
a moment from their duties for a moment of  conversation in the kitchen of  the John Joseph Henry House. 

William Dixon 
graciously gave an 

impromptu concert on our 
?? violin.  

Rifle Frolic 2010
Event Report

The details matter!  Thank you, Ruth, for 
your hard work gathering prizes all year!  
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 Former director of  development at Cedar Crest College and at WDIY ~ Lehigh Valley 

Community Public Radio, Brown has also served in fundraising and special events positions 
for several colleges and universities and the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  Her initial 

interactions with Jacobsburg were as a historian and archivist; she is finalizing a master’s 

degree in Public History from Temple University in Philadelphia.  Brown holds her 
undergraduate degree in history from William Smith College in Geneva, NY.  She is the 

president-elect of  the Nazareth Rotary Club and a member of  the Board of  the Nazareth 
Area Food Bank.

Also at the May meeting, the Board welcomed Lance Metz as historian.  A local legend, 

Lance brings a wealth of  knowledge and ideas to Boulton and the JHS.  Look for Lance’s 
bio in the next edition of  The Jacobsburg Record.  Additionally, recent Board decisions resulted 

in the addition of  Frank Willis and Scott Paul Gordon to their ranks.  See stories below.

A reverence for the past and dedication to historical 

detail is evident in the 18th and 19th century 

reproductions made by artisan Frank T. Willis. Frank is 

the creator of  prize-winning powder horns and 

leatherwork that are noted for fine craftsmanship and 
documented provenance.

Frank is a native of  Morris County, NJ. As a boy, he 
spent many hours hunting and fishing in that beautiful 

area of  the Garden State. He was always interested in the 

important role that Morris County had played in the 
history of  the American Revolution and felt drawn to it’s 

past. 

Willis was educated at Morristown High School, 

Franklin College of  Indiana, where he received a BA in 

Biology, and SUNY College of  Forestry at Syracuse. 
Though he was trained as a field biologist, he has spent 

his professional career in the truck/transportation 
industry.

Frank has been fashioning powder horns and 

leatherwork since 1969. He has taught his craft in many 
venues including Connor Prairie’s arms makers’ 

workshop and as a private instructor. He has served as a 

demonstrator of  18th and 19th century crafts and has led 

countless seminars. Frank is a member of  the 1770’s 

Crafters, The Garden State Black Powder Association. 
The Honorable Company of  Horner’s, The 

Scott Paul Gordon is a Professor and Chair of  
the English Department at Lehigh University, where 
he has taught since 1995. He grew up outside of  
Boston and received his BA, MA, and PhD from 
Harvard University. His research on William Henry 
of  Lancaster first led him to the JHS archives, and he 
has used them extensively for essays in The William and 
Mary Quarterly and The 
Journal of  Moravian 
History, for several 
articles for the 
Jacobsburg Record, and 
in Two William Henrys: 
Indian and White Brothers 
in Arms and Faith in 
Colonial and 
Revolutionary 
America (recently 
published by JHS). As 
a member of  the Board 
of  Directors, he is eager to help JHS in any way 
necessary, with particular interest in making JHS's 
incredible book and manuscript archives more visible 
and more accessible to the general public and the 
scholarly community.

FRANK WILLIS SCOTT PAUL GORDON

Continued from Page 1

Continued on Page 11
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Holiday Wreath- Making Event
at the Boulton Historic Site

Saturday, November 27, 2010

11:00 a.m. 
$40 (Includes lunch & materials)

REGISTER NOW with a $15 refundable deposit 

so that we can determine how many are coming!  Balance due November 
13th, 2010. Please note space is limited!

To register, send your name(s), contact information, and a check made out to 
Jacobsburg Historical Society to PO Box 345, Nazareth, PA 18064.  

Can't attend?  Your donation will help offset food and material costs.  

Please call Kay Tomko at 610-863-8136 for more information.

A Friends of  the John Joseph Henry House Event

Open Hearth Cooking Class

Learn how to cook 
on the open-hearth fireplace 
in the summer kitchen for the 

1832 John Joseph Henry House.  
We will focus on 

frying, boiling, baking and
roasting techniques of  the period. 

Sunday, October 17, 2010

Class begins 10 a.m.
Ends approximately 3:30 p.m. 

Cost $40 per person
Limited to 8 participants. 

Register NOW to save your space!

To register, send your name(s), 
contact information, 

and a check made out to 
the Jacobsburg Historical Society 

to PO Box 345, Nazareth, PA 18064.  

Taught by Connie Unangst

SAVE THE DATE
Victorian Christmas Open House

at the Boulton Historic Site

Saturday, December 11, 2010
More information to follow. 

To volunteer, please call the office at 
610-759-9029

Upcoming Events, Fall & Early Winter 2010
Current Events and Information

THE JACOBSBURG RECORD!  PAGE9

SAVE THE DATE

Jacobsburg Historical Society 

Annual Meeting
Green Pond Country Club

Thursday, November 11, 2011
More information to follow.  

Summer 2010 Vol. 37, Issue 3



Early American Craft 
Classes at Boulton 

Are You New to Boulton?

The Jacobsburg Record shares 
news not only with our current 

members and volunteers but also 
with prospective members of  the 

Jacobsburg family. 

What brings YOU to Boulton?
A love of  longrifles?

A fascination with history?
A personal tie to the 

Henry Family or the property?

Regardless of  why 
you are here, welcome!

What to do now?
1.  Join as a member! 
Only $10 individual, $20 family
2.  Attend an event
3.  Take a class
4.  Volunteer!
Volunteers make Boulton live.  There is 
a need for every skill and interest.  
Contact Howie White for more 
information.  whitehcs@rcn.com

Volunteers Needed
for the following tasks!

• Staging Crew ~ Special events 
at Boulton often require putting 
up and taking down tents, tables  
and chairs.   Desperately 
seeking sturdy individuals living 
within immediate area of  
Boulton for 1-2 hour stints on 
an occasional basis.  

• Cinderella Squad ~ Everyone 
needs to spend a little time as 
Cinderella before they put on 
the ball gown, and the John 
Joseph Henry House is no 
different!  Join us on Fridays 
anytime between 10 and 3 for 
regular and special cleaning 
projects.
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JACOBSBURG STAYS COMMITTED TO TEACHING EARLY AMERICAN TRADE SKILLS
Ten years ago the Jacobsburg Gunsmith Apprentice Program was 

launched.  Since that time, scores of  students have learned to make lock, 
stock, and barrel Pennsylvania Longrifles.  In 2009 and 2010 powder 

horn and leather crafting classes were added and much enjoyed.  In fact, 

participants in the classes earned prizes at the prestigious Dixon Gun 
Show this past July.  Currently spearheaded by Frank Willis, the Early 

American Craft Classes at Boulton program provides educational 
opportunities for adults and youth, creates revenue for the maintenance 

of  the Boulton properties, and attracts individuals to our museums and 

grounds. 

This fall a blacksmithing "Hammer In" will be held on the weekend 

of  the Fur Trade Rendezvous, October 30 & 31, at Boulton.  
Experienced blacksmiths will demonstrate skills that will be taught by 

Master Blacksmith and JHS Board Member, Tom Turtzo, on the previous 

weekend at a combined Jacobsburg/Historic Bethlehem "Intro to 
Blacksmithing" event.   Additional classes in blacksmithing will be held at 

Boulton in Spring 2011, as will classes in redware pottery.  

Learn to build a muzzleloading rifle from parts.   
Complete a fine representation of  a historic Pennsylvania Longrifle.  

Instructors:	 Master gunsmiths Jim Correll, Rich Hujsa, and Rocky Schreck.

Where:  	 Classes are held at Boulton
	 in the PA Longrifle Museum, 403 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA 18064.

When:	 Saturdays from 12 pm until 4 pm.  Sessions run for ten weeks. 
	 FALL 2010 *Sept 11 - Nov 13*

Cost:  $750 per student + membership in the Jacobsburg Historical Society.  
Includes all fees and parts necessary to build a basic “lock-stock-and- barrel” 
Pennsylvania Longrifle. 

Notes:	 Class size limited to 8 students. With permission, students may audit class.

FALL CLASSES

Introduction to Blacksmithing 
Saturday & Sunday, October 23 & 24

10 a.m. – 5 p.m.
To be held in the 1750 Blacksmith Shop

Historic Bethlehem, Bethlehem, PA
$250.00 ~ Limited to Six Participants

Blacksmith "Hammer In"
Saturday & Sunday, October 30 & 31

10 a.m. – 3 p.m.
To be held at the Boulton Historic Site
401 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA 18064

$5.00 Fee ~ Bring Your Own Anvil

For more information on fall classes, visit the Society's website at 
www.jacobsburg.rcn or call Lyndsey Brown at 610-759-9029 or 610-573-7399.
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Contemporary Long Rifle Association, The National Muzzleloading Rifle 

Association and is a life member of  the NRA.

Willis reports that his artistic approach is that of  a professional craftsman of  long 

ago. His aim is to recreate items using authentic materials and techniques to arrive 

at a product that would have been offered for sale by a professional rather than to 
reproduce more homespun products. He hopes to honor both the beauty of  well-

made leatherwork and horns but also to honor the spirit of  the professional 
craftsmen of  long ago.

Now semi-retired from transportation, Willis is a full-time artisan and teacher. He is 

President of  History In The Making, a company that represents historical artisans. He 
lives with his wife, Faith in Emmaus, PA, and has two children and five 

grandchildren.

Frank can be contacted at 908-246-8935, ftwillis@ptd.net or visit 

www.bagsandhorns.com.

Dear Friends, 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society formed in 1973 to preserve the historical and natural heritage of  the areas within 
and around the Jacobsburg State Park.  With your help, we have been successful beyond imagining.  You have given time 

and money to support our vision for educational community programs.  We have so many projects that will expand our 

preservation and educational programs, but they all come with a price.  An idea sprouted when some of  our volunteer 
researchers were organizing some of  the Henry family papers and books.  They found some great old cookbooks and 

recipes, and thought these could be shared.
A grant from Richard L. Dotta and the Dotta Auction Company, Inc. is going to help the Society to publish a 

series of  affordable cookbooks as a fundraiser.  Our committee has chosen to produce a series of  smaller booklets, similar 

to those printed in the 1950’s as promotional giveaways by various businesses.  These will be fun to read, as well as 
convenient to use.  We are asking you to help and to preserve some of  your family’s historic heritage by sending us your 

favorite family recipes and the stories behind them.  (Address below.) Possible volumes include: From the Henry 

Kitchens ~ Cast Iron Cooking ~ Especially for Children ~ Meats and Wild Game ~ Vegetables & 
Sides ~ Canning & Preserving ~ Breads & Cakes ~ Desserts & Beverages ~ Special Diets.  With your 

help, we will create a great and lasting fund raiser that will support our education programs. 

Sincerely, 
	 Joseph DiGerlando		

	 1050 Keller Road, Wind Gap, PA  18091 ~ 610.759.7239 ~ joe@digerlando.com

Continued from Page 4
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Kitchen Collections: 
Jacobsburg Historical Society Cookbook Initiative
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Dates to Remember

Upcoming Events
• Gunsmith Apprentice Class, Saturdays, September 11- November 13 p. 7

• Historic Cooking Class ~ Sunday, October 17th, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.  p. 7

• American Fur Trade Rendezvous ~ October 30&31, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. p. 7

• JHS Annual Dinner ~ Thursday, November 11, 6:00 p.m.

• Holiday Wreath Making Class ~ Saturday, November 27, 11:00 a.m 

Museum Hours (May - October)
Pennsylvania Long Rifle Museum ~ Sat. & Sun.,11 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

John Joseph Henry House ~ Third Sun. of  the Month, Noon - 4 p.m.

Directions to the Museums: Take the Belfast exit off  PA Route 33.  Turn 
West towards the woods.  Go past the Boulton Historic Site parking 
lot and over the William Henry Atherton Bridge.  Turn right into 
the driveway for 401 Henry Road.  Parking lot is behind the 
barns.  Please start tour at the Pennsylvania Long Rifle Museum.

Jacobsburg Historical Society
P.O. Box 345
Nazareth, PA 18064
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