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    I N S I D E   T H I S   I S S U E 
    ——————-—————————————————— 

2016 Museum Season 

Opening Weekend! 
 

Saturday, May 7, 2016—10am - 4pm 

Sunday, May 8, 2016—12pm - 4pm 
 

The Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, 

John Joseph Henry House,  

Summer Kitchen and Gardens, 

Nicholas Hawk Gun Shop, 

Early American Craft Center, 

Boat House, and Carriage Shed 

will be open for tours! 

 

Annual Spring Plant Sale 
 

Will be held in the side yard of the John 

Joseph Henry House on 

Saturday from 9am - 1pm 

 

Six-Gun Justice - Old West Camp 
 

Will set up in front of the Pa. Longrifle 

Museum on Saturday from 10am - 4pm 



Executive Board 

 
Joe DiGerlando, President 

Jeff Marsh, 1st Vice President 

Amy Gular, 2nd Vice President 

 Aaron Hook, Treasurer 

 Susan Bergen, Secretary 

Board of Directors 
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Bobbie DiGerlando 

Dave Ehrig 

Joe Flemish 

Ron Gabel 

Scott Gordon 

Larry Gular 

Casey Hoch 

Don Keller 

Carl Landis 

Paul Lopresti 

Tim Lubenesky 

Lance Metz 

John Molnar 

Rob Neitz 

Andrea Smith 

Jim Wagner 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board 

of Directors meets each month in the  

Early American Craft Center,  

402 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA. 

The Jacobsburg Historical Society 

is a member supported non-profit  

organization dedicated to preserving 

and presenting the art and industry 

of Early America, and the character 

of the individuals and community 

that created and sustained that 

enterprise. 

The Jacobsburg Record seeks to 

provide  the members of the 

Jacobsburg Historical Society 

with information relevant to its 

mission while creating a sense 

of  community and connection.  

Spring is here, and so is our 2016 season of events at 

Boulton. We have so many exciting events and activities 

planned. Our core of volunteers have been busy all winter 

preparing for our visitors. 

 

There are changes in the John Joseph Henry Home, thanks to 

Karen, Barb, Kay, and Jim: more clothing and fabric 

treasures on display, restoration to some floor sections, 

improved and upgraded displays, and more to come.  

 

The Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum has a new WWII 

display in the Margaret Taylor Exhibit Room that has been 

completed by Joe and Bob from our Gun Committee. This 

exhibit will be in place all season, but it will be a highlight of 

our WWII event on Father’s Day weekend in June. More 

details are included in this newsletter and also on our website 

(jacobsburghistory.com). 

 

The Garden Committee is taking advantage of the early 

spring weather and is working to beat the onslaught of 

weeds, as well as the groundhogs and deer that come to visit 

and sample the beauties they grow. It is amazing that animals 

will eat almost anything, especially the expensive and 

prettiest plants. The crew would love to have more 

volunteers to help them. No experience is necessary; they 

will teach you the difference between a weed and a keeper. 

 

“Mondays at Boulton” is a great opportunity to learn more 

about Jacobsburg and help “behind the scenes.” Our 

volunteers gather from about 9:30am till noon and work on a 

list that Jim or Bobbie have. They might garden, clean, 

repair, construct, paint, or tackle one of the many other tasks 

that visitors take for granted.  

 

We also have our own Earth Day event: Spring Grounds 

Clean-Up Day on Saturday April 23 from 8:00am–12:00pm. 

Please help to clean up the winter debris and prepare our 

lawns for the 2016 season! This is a great Earth Day 

Community Service project for students and Scouts. Come 

early for refreshments to start the day! Please bring gloves 

and rakes. All volunteers are greatly appreciated! 

 

Also, the annual Plant Sale will again be in the side yard of 

the JJH House on Saturday 9:00am–1:00pm. 

 

Come and Explore and take part in History. 

 

Thank you for your continuing help. 

 

Joe DiGerlando 

President 
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Sarah White, Editor 

The Jacobsburg Record 

If you are interested in contributing to our  

newsletter, please contact the society office. 

President’s report 

http://www.jacobsburghistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/JHS-Cleanup-Day-2016.pdf
http://www.jacobsburghistory.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/03/JHS-Cleanup-Day-2016.pdf
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Jacobsburg Historical Society 
welcomes you to Historic Boulton! 

Spring Grounds Clean Up Day 
Sat. April 23 (8am-12 Noon) 
Refreshments at 8am! 
Help clean up our grounds for the 2016 season! 

 
JHS Season Opening Weekend  
Sat. & Sun. May 7-8 
All grounds and buildings will open for the season!   
Sat. 9am-1pm   Annual Plant Sale 
Sat. 10am-4pm   Six-Gun Justice Old West Camp 

 
Step Outdoors Lehigh Valley  
Steel Stacks, Bethlehem PA  
Sat. June 4 (10am-5pm) & Sun. June 5 (10am-4pm) 
JHS Educational Display including Early American 
Craft activities!  
 
World War II Living History Weekend 
Sat. & Sun. June 18-19 
Allied & German camps staffed by reenactors, military and 
non-military vehicle displays, battle reenactment, flea 
market, meet and talk to WWII veterans, food & music! 

 
Basket Weaving Workshop 
Sat. June 25 (10am-4pm) 
Enjoy a fun & relaxing day weaving your own beautiful 
basket.  Pre-registration is required.  
 
Dixon’s Gunmakers Fair, Kempton PA 
Friday - Sunday, July 29-31, 2016 
Come visit the JHS Educational Display! 
Friday & Saturday 9am-5pm and Sunday 9am-3pm 
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Items from the Collection: A Henry  Bible 

In March 2014, the Belfast United Church of Christ donated 

two Bibles to the Jacobsburg Historical Society (see 

Jacobsburg Record, Spring 2014). One of these Bibles, printed 

in 1826, contains the signature of Mathew Schropp Henry 

(1790-1862), a son of William Henry II of Nazareth. The Bible 

contains important genealogical information [see below]: 13 

names and birth dates (and one death date) are visible. The 

collection of names suggests that the volume belonged—or 

was used by—Mathew Henry’s first wife, Ann Catherine.  

 

The list of names begins with Ann Catherine’s parents: 

Abraham (1768-1811) and Elizabeth Henry (1769-1853). 

Abraham  was   a   son  of  William Henry of Lancaster. 

Abraham came to Nazareth to apprentice with his elder 

brother soon after William Henry II married and 

established a home in 1781. He remained in Nazareth until 

1787, when he  returned to Lancaster to work as a 

gunsmith until he died. He married Elizabeth Martin and 

had nine children between 1794 and 1810 (all listed in the 

JHS Bible): Ann Catherine (b. 1794), Maria (b. 1796), 

William Martin (b. 1798), Eliza (b. 1799), George 

Washington (b. 1800), James (b. and died 1803), Sophia 

(b. 1804), Margaret (b. 1807), and Henryetta (b. 1810). 

 

Ann Catherine Henry (1794-1833), the 

eldest child, married her first cousin, 

Mathew S. Henry. Ann Catherine lived in 

Lancaster, and Mathew probably met her 

while working in Lititz as an storekeeper’s 

apprentice between 1805 to 1809. Ann 

Catherine had 10 children, 4 of whom died 

in infancy, before her death. The next 

name in the Bible is the eldest of these 

children: Caroline Elizabeth Henry (1820-

1908). Other names, unreadable now, may 

appear below: Sabina (1822-1895) and 

Washington Henry (1823-1849). There 

would have been no room to record 

additional births.  

 

One additional name appears in this Bible: 

Abraham Henry Wolle (1821-1837). He 

was the first child of Ann Catherine 

Henry’s sister, Maria Henry (1796-1823), 

and her husband Samuel Henry Wolle. But 

why does this particular name appear in 

this Bible? Abraham Henry Wolle was not 

a parent, a sibling, or a child of Ann 

Catherine Henry. Nor was he Ann 

Catherine Henry’s first niece or nephew: 

her brother, George Washington Henry, 

had a son named William Henry in 1817. 

It is possible that, after Maria Henry died 

in 1823, Ann Catherine took particular 

care of her sister’s infant son, Abraham 

Henry Wolle, and that at this time she  

recorded his name in her Bible. His birth, 

in late 1821, is the last date recorded in 

this important volume.  
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Past Events 

Looking Back on Winter 2016 

St. John’s UCC Sportsman’s Dinner, Nazareth, PA 
Friday, January 29, 2016 
 
Members Karen Whitehill, Earl VanNorman, and Terry Murphy represented JHS at Grace 

Bible Fellowship's Annual Sportsmen's Night Banquet and Expo. A wonderful display 

table included Society pictures and brochures, along with antlers, pelts, and a 

Pennsylvania longrifle.    

 

18th Century Artisan Show, Country Cupboard, Lewisburg, PA 
Friday & Saturday, February 5 & 6, 2016 
 
Dave Ehrig, along with Amy and Larry Gular, spent two days staffing our JHS display table 

at the 18th Century Artisan Show in Lewisburg. We had a great time sharing information 

with the public about our beautiful historic site, including our museums, craft classes, and 

upcoming events. We also had an opportunity to visit with many of our JHS friends that 

had their own exhibits.  

 

Whitetail Classic Fundraiser Dinner 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 

 

Joe and Bobbie DiGerlando, Paul and Arlene Lopresti, and Aaron Hook had a fun evening 

representing JHS for the first time at this event. Our Pennsylvania Longrifle raffle table  

was  a very popular spot! 
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The Ice Industry at Boulton 

A Henry Family Business 

A few years back, a group of enthusiastic volunteers 

were working to clear the valuable antiquities from the 

lower level of the large barn on the Boulton property. 

One of the most intriguing items we found was a 

substantial work sleigh that we moved to the new 

display area in the carriage house next to the 

Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum. Little did we know 

just how substantial this sleigh was. Moving it in one 

piece proved impossible. After disassembling it into 

three pieces, loading the smaller pieces into a pickup 

truck, and dragging the 

main sleigh runner behind 

a Jeep, we were able to 

move the sleigh  and  re-

assemble it  in  its new 

home.  

 

The next step was to 

research this object and 

how it fit into Boulton’s 

history. After we found 

an old ice saw with its 

original wooden case in 

the barn and we gave the 

sleigh a thorough going 

over, we agreed that this delivery sleigh was associated 

with cutting blocks of ice from the mill pond in winter 

and moving those blocks to storage in icehouses and 

eventually to customers. 
 

It was not until we reviewed old copies of The 

Jacobsburg Record posted on the Jacobsburg Historical 

Society web site, however, that we could confirm this 

theory. 
 

The following is an except from an article, “The 

Interpreter’s Corner,” that Jim Wilson wrote for the 

March/April 2000 issue of The Jacobsburg Record: 
 

“Apart from farming, commercial ice harvesting was the 

last industry to survive into the 20th century at Boulton 

and throughout the Jacobsburg reach of the Bushkill 

Creek Watershed. Granville, Robert, and Charles Henry 

operated a wintertime ice business from the frozen 

waters and shores of Henry’s Dam. In 1894, the brothers 

built the first of two icehouses on the banks of the same 

millpond that supplied waterpower to the family gun 

factory. Sometime in the early 20th century, a second 

ice house was built at Henry’s Dam.  By the end of each  

winter,  the  icehouses  were  chock  full  of  ice that was 

scored and cut with hand tools into blocks from the 

frozen millpond. The frozen ice blocks were packed in 

saw dust, which insulated them from melting in the 

warmer months, and were made available for sale from 

Henry’s icehouses well into the summer.”  

 

It continues: “After the ice industry ended at Boulton, 

one of the icehouses at Henry’s Dam was dismantled, 

moved and rebuilt as part of a home that still stands 

along Sullivan’s Trail in 

nearby Belfast. In 

January 1926, ice-choked 

floodwaters in Bushkill 

Creek burst Henry’s Dam 

during a mid-winter thaw 

and rainstorm. Within 

minutes, the unleashed 

waters of Henry’s Dam 

went crashing down the 

Bushkill Creek Valley, 

forever taking with it the 

Henry gun factory pond 

and wintertime ice 

harvests at Boulton. 

Today, only foundations remain of the two icehouses that 

once stood on the shores of Henry’s Dam.” 
 

A second ice delivery sleigh has since been found on the 

second floor of the garage next to the Early American 

Craft Center. This sleigh was not subjected to the same 

degree of hard use as the first one. Its wood and 

especially its paint are in amazing condition and the 

original pin stripping is still clearly visible.  

 

The original sleigh in currently on display in the carriage 

house next to the PLRM and shares the space with the 

Henry family’s boat and a large variety of other 

antiquities from Boulton. The long term plan is to subject 

the sleigh to a thorough, but gentle, cleaning and some 

very light preservation work. Additional tools and 

photographs of the Ice Industry at Boulton have been 

found and will be integrated into the display. 
 

The newly opened display areas throughout 

Boulton are open during special events. Visitors 

are welcome to explore the wondrous history of 

Boulton and the Jacobsburg Historical Society. 
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An Evening to Remember 

by Susan Neuner La Regina 

Every little girl dreams of putting on her best party dress for a special “grown-up” occasion. When I was four years 

old, my dream came true.  
 

Living across Schoeneck Road from the John Joseph Henry House, I spent a lot of time with the Stites family. They 

enjoyed having a child around and welcomed my almost daily visits. Mary or her mother Molly would call my 

mother and invite me to help them bake cookies or tend the garden. At least once a week, I would join Dr. Stites for 

his daily inspection of the grounds. Those were all exciting activities for a little girl and, now, beautiful memories. 

One magical memory was a dinner party. My parents were attending a reunion in Stroudsburg. Mary Henry Stites 

volunteered to watch me for the evening. My birthday had been a couple weeks earlier, and Mary decided to have a 

formal dinner party in my honor. 
 

It was early November 1953 in Boulton, a beautiful fall evening. I was wearing a blue lace party dress. Mary greeted 

us at the door; I was so excited that I couldn’t wait for my parents to leave. We went into the parlor where a 

crackling fire was burning and classical music was playing on the Victrola. Dr. Stites was reading, but he 

immediately put down his book and challenged me to a game of Old Maid while Mary and Molly completed dinner 

preparations. Mary made me promise not to go into the dining room until she called. 
 

A short time later, Mary came into the parlor and said, “Father, please escort Susan to the dining room. Dinner is 

served.” Dr. Stites took my hand and, as we entered the dining room, Molly presented me with a corsage of blue 

carnations. She had spoken with my Mother the day before and knew I would be wearing a blue dress. The table was 

set with elegant linens. A candelabrum placed on each end of the table glowed softly, its light reflecting off the 

sparkling silver and the fine china. For a little girl, this was a fairy tale moment. 
 

We enjoyed a feast of roast beef, cooked to perfection, mashed potatoes with au jus gravy, peas, and a green salad. 

As we were eating and conversing, Molly noticed I wasn’t eating the peas that I had been served. I told her I didn’t 

really like peas, but I would eat a few. 
 

Dr. Stites, while always a gentleman, enjoyed occasionally getting a “rise” out of his wife and daughter. With a 

twinkle in his eye, he motioned for me to watch him closely. He proceeded to take his knife, line it with peas, and 

raise it to his mouth. Mary looked up from her plate and said, “Father! What are you doing?” He responded with a 

chuckle and said, “I’m showing Susan how eating peas can be fun.” Mary turned to me and said, “Ladies do not eat 

peas off of a knife.” After I promised never to eat peas from a knife, they all had a good laugh. 
 

Molly and Mary then served a beautifully decorated birthday cake with homemade vanilla ice cream, one of Mary’s 

favorite treats. While Molly and Mary tended to the clean up, Dr. Stites and I returned to our card game. When the 

kitchen was back in order, Mary and Molly joined us. Mary and I sat at the piano and she taught me to play scales. 

Later, Dr. Stites and Molly retired for the evening while Mary read a storybook to me. I was tired from the 

excitement of the evening and fell asleep next to Mary on the sofa until my parents returned. Groggy from my nap, 

my Father carried me across the road. As soon as we returned home, I was wide awake and anxious to tell my 

parents about my experience. My last words before falling asleep were, “Can I go to another dinner party next 

week?” 
 

That magical evening occurred more than 60 years ago, yet I remember every moment of it—a little girl’s dream 

come true. Mary and her parents were not only our neighbors, they were family. The John Joseph Henry House is 

now a museum, but for me it will always be the Stites’ house where I spent countless childhood hours with my 

extended family. Looking back, I am honored and thankful to have been a part of their lives. I will cherish those 

memories forever. 
 

Susan Neuner La Regina lived at 394 Henry Road, with her parents, Ellis and Louisa Schick 

Neuner, who purchased the property from Harriet and Helen Henry in 1943. She resides in 

Brooklyn, New York. 
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Serving Up History 

Drop-Cakes 

 

Beat the butter, sugar  

and eggs together.   

 

Add the flour and drop  

on buttered tins.   

 

Bake in a “quick” oven. (A fast or 

quick oven is defined as 400° F.1) 

This recipe appeared in the April 1975 issue of The Record.  It was submitted by Mary Henry 

Stites.  

 

Among the cookbooks, the most prized treasure of them all is “Mrs. Paul.” The 

Society copy was printed in 1875 and has been handed down in the family. The 

receipts in it cover roughly the period from 1840-1875, possibly, even probably, 

dating from a considerably earlier time. The author was a Philadelphia lady, not a 

relative of the Henry family, but was considered to be a “connection”—a relative of 

relatives, a sister-in-law of one of the Scranton cousins. This receipt is a rich little 

drop cake, delicious and easy to make, equally at home with hot tea or iced tea. For 

a small family it can be cut in half with good results. 

 

One cup of butter  

Two cups of sugar  

Three cups of flour  

Four eggs  

 

1“Recipe Goldmine – Better Than a Thousand 

Cookbooks.” Recipe Goldmine, LLC. 1999-2016. 

February 17, 2016.   

 

http://www.recipegoldmine.com/kitchart/

kitchart7.html  

Ingredients 
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New WWII Display  

in the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum 
 

An impressive display of objects from and about World War II now fill the display cases in the Margaret Taylor 

Room of the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum. Several individuals, including Susan Bergen, Secretary to the Board 

of Directors, contributed items for the display, but the vast majority of the objects come from the collection of long-

time Jacobsburg Historical Society volunteer Bob Newell. The Society is particularly grateful to Bob for generously 

contributing his time and his treasures to make this exhibit possible. Bob and Joe Flemish assembled the display and 

produced the labels that identify the items and tell their stories. The exhibit will continue through the 2016 season, 

and we encourage members to visit the PLRM and to bring friends to see this unique WWII exhibit and, of course, 

the exhibit of Pennsylvania longrifles and gunmaking tools in the permanent exhibit room as well.  
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Museum Season Opening Weekend 

Saturday, May 7th - 10am - 4pm 
Sunday, May 8th - 12pm - 4pm 

The  John Joseph Henry Home, Summer Kitchen and Gardens, 
the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, and the Nicholas Hawk 

Gun Shop will be open to the public both days. 
 

Our “New” Carriage Shed display and the Henry Family Boat House 
will be open for tours on Saturday only. 

 

Adults $5 - Children 12 and under are free 
 

JHS members, Active Duty Military,  
and Scouts receive free admission. 

 

Located just off the Belfast exit of Route 33  

at 402-403 Henry Road, Nazareth PA 

ANNUAL PLANT SALE 
 

When: Saturday, May 7th 
Time:   9am - 1pm.  

Where: Side yard of the JJH House 
 

We will have a variety of 
perennials, annuals, and 

house plants.  

We welcome donations! 

SIX—GUN JUSTICE 
Old West Camp 

When: Saturday, May 7th 
Time:   10 am - 4 pm 

Where: Front yard of the PLRM 
 

Experience a taste of the Old West. 
Enjoy character narratives, weapons 
demonstrations, leatherworking of 

the period, and more! 
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Time to Renew Your JHS Membership! 
MAKE HISTORY LIVE AT BOULTON - BECOME A MEMBER TODAY! 

 

Please take a moment to complete and return the Membership 
Form below.  Please encourage your family and friends to do the 
same.  If possible, add a donation to help continue our work.  In 
an effort to reduce mailing costs, we are including this request 
with your newsletter. 
 

We are an all-volunteer organization and we would love to have 
YOU take part in our programs and volunteer your time with us. 
 

All of our events, activities, educational programs, and outreach 
efforts are provided by volunteers giving generously of their 
precious time and resources.  We provide programs for churches, 
schools, community groups, Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts, and we 
participate in many other types of outreach events. 
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Early American Craft Center at Jacobsburg Historical Society 

Request for Information 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number(s): ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Classes I am interested in: _______________________________________________________________________ 



 

M U S E U M  H O U R S 

————— 
 

Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum 
 

Noon—4:00 pm every Saturday and Sunday 
Starting May 7, 2016 through October 30, 2016. 

 

John Joseph Henry House 
Museum, Summer Kitchen and Grounds 

 

Noon—4:00 pm  
on the third Sunday of each month starting May 2016. 

 

Group tours are available.  
Please contact the Society Office  

at 610-759-9029 to schedule a visit. 

Jacobsburg Historical Society 

P.O. Box 345 

Nazareth, PA 18064 

 

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Easton, PA 

Permit No. 10 

Find us on Facebook! 
At “Boulton Historic Site  

and Jacobsburg Historical Society”, 

and visit our website at 
 

www.jacobsburghistory.com 


