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October 24 & 25, 2015
(Saturday and Sunday)
Saturday 10:00 am—5:00 pm
Sunday 10:00 am—3:00 pm
Featuring:
Living history encampment, sutlers selling
18th and 19th century wares, children’s
games, and Early American craft exhibits.

All museums open, including:
Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, John
Joseph Henry House and accompanying
Summer Kitchen, and the Nicholas Hawk
Gun Shop.
Reenactors dressed in period accurate
clothing are experienced in teaching hands
on history and ensuring a safe and family
friendly environment.

We warmly welcome you to our
largest living history event
of the year!

President’s report

The Jacobsburg Historical Society
is a member supported non-profit
organization dedicated to preserving
and presenting the art and industry
of Early America and the character
of the individuals and community
that created and sustained that
enterprise.

Executive Board
Joe DiGerlando, President
Jeff Marsh, Vice President
Aaron Hook, Treasurer
Susan Bergen, Secretary
Board of Directors
Gary Asteak
Bobbie DiGerlando
Dave Ehrig
Joe Flemish
Ron Gabel
Scott Gordon
Amy Gular
Larry Gular
Don Keller

Carl Landis
Tim Lubenesky
Lance Metz
John Molnar
Rob Neitz
Andrea Smith
Jim Wagner
Frank Willis

The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board
of Directors meets each month in the
Early American Craft Center,
402 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA.

The Jacobsburg Record
provides the members of the
Jacobsburg Historical Society
with information relevant to its
mission while creating a sense
of community and connection.

If you are interested in contributing to our
newsletter, please contact the society office.
Sarah White, Editor
The Jacobsburg Record
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I hope that you have visited our properties recently!
Many exciting things have been happening in the past few
months. Our dedicated volunteers have been working in the
gardens, making them beautiful places to take a break from
your hectic days. The flowers have been breathtaking and the
bluebirds and butterflies are so happy to visit.
The PA Longrifle Museum is undergoing major
changes. New displays, like the “Filetown” youth exhibit, are
works in progress, and some other displays are being updated
or repaired. The JHS office has been moved to the lower
level, and the gift shop has been expanded with more
displays and goods for sale. We are taking quality items on
consignment from artists and crafters and also have some
antiques and collectibles for sale. Stop in and browse the
lovely, reasonably priced redware pottery and do your
holiday shopping. Contact us for details if you have quality
merchandise to consign or donate.
The two carriage houses have dramatic new displays
underway. The stable has the original rowboat that the Henry
family used to picnic at the upper end of the lake above the
mill. We also have on display the sleigh used to haul the ice
from the lake to the ice houses. The other house across the
street will have the Doctor’s carriage, the family carriage,
and a cutter sleigh—all on display during our Market Faire &
Rendezvous event in October. These are all part of our new
Early American Transportation Exhibit that our volunteers
are putting together.
The most dramatic improvements are in the John
Joseph Henry Home. I can’t say enough about the great new
things to see. The kitchen has been restored to the mid1850s. A few finishing touches will be completed soon. The
display of original family clothing on mannequins
strategically placed around the home brings a new focus on
family life.
The latest change is a new children’s bedroom in
what had been used as the Society office. The furniture, the
quilts, and the toys are a dramatic addition to the must-see
home tour.
This has only become possible because of our
wonderful dedicated volunteers. BUT....we have so much
more to do and we need YOU. We want you to be a part
of our team.
We have many projects and ideas on the list. Visit our
website for the lists that we are working on and look under
“Volunteer Opportunities.” We are also working on a list of
major capital improvements that include things like a new
pavilion for education programs, events, or rental for parties
or weddings. Keep checking the website for future updates.
Also consider financial donations.

Joe DiGerlando, JHS President

18th Century Market Faire & Rendezvous
Saturday, October 24, 10:00am-5:00pm
Sunday, October 25, 10:00am-3:00pm
Living history event for all ages. Fur Trade era
encampment, 18th century Market Faire, Early
American Arts & Crafts exhibits and
demonstrations, open hearth cooking, scavenger
hunt, and children’s games.
Annual Membership Dinner Meeting
Thursday, November 5, 2015
5:00pm Social Hour; 6:30pm Dinner
Holy Family Club in Nazareth
Community Wreath Making Event
Saturday, November 14, 2015
Doors open 11:00am
Workshop begins at 12:30pm
Bushkill Township Fire Company Social Hall
Christmas at Boulton
Saturday, December 12, 11:00am-4:00pm
Sunday, December 13, 2015, 12:00pm 4:00pm
The John Joseph Henry House, the PA Longrifle
Museum, and the Early American Craft Center
will be open for tours. Join us for a cup of
Jacobsburg Brew and refreshments.

Jacobsburg Historical Society
welcomes you to Historic Boulton!
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Items from the Collection

Gunsmith Parts and Tools
By Ron Gabel

As you pass through the gun room in the
Longrifle museum, you may notice the gunsmith parts
and tools on display in their cases beneath the rifles.
These tools and parts are from the famous Philadelphia
gunshop of John Krider.
The Krider gun shop in Philadelphia has an
interesting history. A gentleman by the name of John
Drinker was born December 24, 1680. It is said that
Drinker was the first recorded birth of a white child in
Philadelphia, three years prior to the arrival of William
Penn. Drinker was born in a log house—owned by his
father, Edward Drinker, who had come from
Massachusetts—that that stood at the site of the
northeast corner of Second and Walnut Street in
Philadelphia.
In 1684, William Penn sold the property, and in
1751 John Drinker built a three-story building at that
same location. Drinker was a cabinetmaker by trade and
he used the building for his home and shop. Drinker, who
married four times and had 18 children by his first wife,
died in November 1782 at the age of 102. Benjamin
Franklin admired Drinker: when an Englishman asked
Franklin what the life span of an American was, he joked
that he could not tell until Drinker died. During the
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Revolution, Drinker’s building was filled with British
officers, and during the Civil War the gun shop is said
to have been used as a cartridge loading station.
Between 1816 and 1820, the Frenchman
Prosper Vallee opened a gun shop in the building at
Second and Walnut Street, which at that time had an
unofficial address of 101 South Second Street. About
1826 Vallee took on a thirteen year old apprentice,
John Krider, who had been born in 1813. After Vallee
died in his early forties, Krider purchased the
gunmaking business.
McElroy’s 1837 city directory lists John
Krider a gunsmith, working at Washington below
Sixth Street and living at South Second Street below
Wharton. Desilver’s directory of the same year only
identifies 581 South Second as Krider’s address.
Krider would now have been twenty four years old.
Listed as working at the same Washington Street
location was William Robinson, gunsmith. “Robinson
& Krider” manufactured guns together in 1838, but
the partnership was short lived: in 1839 Krider alone
was listed as a gunsmith at 101 South Second above
Walnut Street. By the age of twenty-six, then, Krider
had founded what would later become one of the
most successful sporting goods houses in the Eastern
United States.
The quality of Krider’s products was
recognized early and his business prospered. In 1840,
he received the first of thirteen awards for quality and
workmanship at the Franklin Institute’s Exhibition of
American Manufacturers.
By 1859, Krider’s shop was organized as
“John Krider & Co.” The firm included John T. Siner,
gunsmith. They were joined within one year by John
Krider, Jr. McElroy’s 1860 directory locates “John
Krider & Co.,” a guns and general sporting store, at
135 Walnut Street, the latest street address for the
“Northeast corner of Second and Walnut” that
Krider’s advertisements typically included.
Krider later took in Siner as a partner, who
took over the business after John Krider died in 1886.
The last gun manufactured in the Krider gun shop
was made in 1878. John Siner was followed in the

business by his son Lea Siner and eventually by Lea’s two sons, Lea Jr. and Clifford. The Siners continued to
operate the business at the same location until the 1940s.
The tools and parts on display in the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum were owned by Mr. Millard Johnson,
Sr., who passed away on August 1, 1990, at the age of 83. As a youth, Johnson resided in Newark, Delaware, where
he engaged in shooting and restored black powder firearms. He frequented the Muzzle Loading Club located in
Shartlesville Pennsylvania, where he made many friends of the same interests. Among these friends were Lee Siner,
Sr. and Lee Siner, Jr. At this time the Siners owned the Krider Gun and Sporting goods shop. The attic of the shop
still contained the original Krider gunsmithing tools, parts, and hand-written shop manuals.
In the 1930s and early 1940s, Johnson traveled the Wilson Ferry Line between Wilmington, Delaware, and
Philadelphia, which docked near the Siner shop at Second and Walnut Streets. As a gun maker and restorer, Johnson
was interested in the Krider gunmaking operations and the old gun making tools. Each time Johnson visited, Siner
would bring down a handful of tools and parts—which Johnson would either trade for or purchase.
The building at Second and Walnut later became the Old Bookbinders Restaurant, which has since been
destroyed.
Millard Johnson passed these tools and parts on to his son, from whom the Jacobsburg Historical Society
purchased them in 1998 after members of the Society saw a Krider gun display at the Forks of the Delaware antique
gun show in Allentown. When the parts were cleaned and recorded for display, several were found to be stamped
“Tryon,” which indicates that many if not all of the Krider parts were purchased from the local Tryon company.
Tryon was a friend of the Henry family, which, having been involved in Philadelphia gunmaking since 1807, was
also acquainted with John Krider’s enterprise.
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James Henry: One of Pennsylvania’s Early Forest Conservationists
By Jim Wilson

“Man’s moral dependence on, and affinity to, nature are fish.” And in a letter to the State House of
nowhere more apparent than in those captivating Representatives seeking support of his bill, he wrote,
influences exercised upon him by the tree.” These are “The establishment of nurseries for the cultivation of
the words of James Henry in the introduction of his first useful forest trees, and offering these for gratuitous
book on forestry, which he wrote in 1886. In all, James distribution to the landholders of our State, is to bring
wrote nine books on forestry in the 1880s, and scores of about the recuperation of our woodlands.” James Henry
articles and other papers on the subject
throughout his literary life. While gunmaking
“Man’s moral dependence on, and affinity to,
was his appointed vocation, forestry was his
chosen avocation.
nature are nowhere more apparent than in
While the Henry family, in general,
those captivating influences exercised
embraced a strong environmental ethic, James,
upon him by the tree.”
in particular, was most passionate about nature.
So passionate, in fact, that James Henry drafted
— James Henry
a forestry bill in 1883 that was successfully
lobbied through the state legislature in the 188485 session. “An act to encourage the planting of trees was a man for his time...and a man ahead of it as well.
over the springs and water courses of this More than 120 years after James’ forestry bill became
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania,” James Henry’s bill, public law, the conservation of streamside forests—our
sponsored by Senator Hay from Northampton County, link between land and water—is today a subject of
became Pennsylvania’s first public law dealing with the community concern and greenway initiatives throughout
reforestation of stream corridors and wetlands across Pennsylvania.
the Commonwealth, by establishing a state nursery
In addition to his legislative feats in state forest
system.
conservation, James Henry also lobbied for the
With a mind and a heart toward conservation, establishment of county councils of forestry for each of
James Henry saw the desperate need to reforest the the counties of the Commonwealth. He also lobbied for
state’s waterways, which had been utterly denuded in the establishment of schools of forestry in all the state
the lumbering heyday of the 19th century, resulting in colleges and universities in Pennsylvania and across the
tremendous environmental impacts from the nation. And he was a councilman for both the
uncontrolled storm water erosion and sedimentation. He Pennsylvania Forestry Association and the American
knew the onus for restoring the state’s forests and water Forestry Congress. To be sure, James Henry was a
quality rested with the Commonwealth itself. In a letter quintessential and proactive conservationist. In a letter to
urging the State Senate to support his bill, James wrote, the American Forestry Congress dated August 23, 1884,
“The protection of our streams and springs should be James Henry wrote, “I speak for Pennsylvania when I say
our first avowed object of arboriculture in our state, and that our wooded domain is rapidly diminishing.” And he
the great work naturally falls on the State, it being the did something—many things in fact—about it. While
proprietor of the waters as it is of the game and the
names like Rothrock and Pinchot are all too synonymous
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with our state’s forest conservation history, it would Woods fit that bill, but he declares it to be “one of the
appear that our own James Henry is a genuine, unsung most significant natural treasures in eastern
Pennsylvania.”
hero of Pennsylvania forestry.
Editors note: the preceding
article was written for The Jacobsburg
Record (Vol. 29, no. 3 [May/June
Anyone who has ever walked through
2002]) by Jim Wilson, who is a
naturalist and was the cultural
Henry’s Woods knows what a special place
resource interpreter at Jacobsburg
it really is. But most folks don’t realize it’s one
Environmental Education Center. In
of the last standing, honest-to-goodness,
an earlier article for this newsletter
“old-growth forests” in the northeastern
article (May/June 2001), Mr. Wilson
United States!
wrote about a section of Jacobsburg
State Park commonly known as
Henry’s Woods. The following (edited)
Ironically, the soils in Henry’s Woods are poor in
three paragraphs about Henry’s Woods offer an
appropriate testament to the strong conservation ethic nutrients due to hillside and stream bank erosion and
periodic flooding of the Bushkill Creek. Because of this,
of the Henry Family:
Anyone who has ever walked through Henry’s the trees there do not amass much girth each year. A
Woods knows what a special place it really is. But most stroll through Henry’s Woods does not reveal colossal
folks don’t realize it’s one of the last standing, honest- trees. Most are moderately large, 30-40 inches in
to-goodness, “old-growth forests” in the northeastern diameter. But even many of the small hemlocks are
United States! In The Sierra Club Guide to the Ancient ancient. Kershner measured a six-inch diameter hemlock
Forests of the Northeast (2004), Henry’s Woods is at an astonishing 225 years of age [in 2002]! It was next
to a 36-inch hemlock whose age we can only wonder at.
listed among 160 old-growth forest sites in the north
Other enduring veterans in Henry’s Woods
include red, white, and chestnut oaks, white
In addition to his legislative feats in state forest
pine, sugar maple, and yellow and black
conservation, James Henry also lobbied for the
birch.
establishment of county councils of forestry for
Despite the demands their gun and
each of the counties of the Commonwealth. He
iron industries placed on the natural
also lobbied for the establishment of schools of
resources of the local environment, the
forestry in all the state colleges and universities
Henry family managed to set aside 40-acres
in Pennsylvania and across the nation.
of the upper Bushkill Creek watershed as a
natural preserve. In the Sierra Club Guide to
east corner of the United States. Author Bruce Kershner the Ancient Forests of the Northeast, Kershner credits the
defines an ancient or old-growth forest as “a natural Henry family with the foresight and stewardship in
community that has been in continuously forested preserving Henry’s Woods for us today and for
condition since before European settlement, and which generations to come. He has recommended that Henry’s
has a large proportion of canopy trees with ages of 150 Woods be designated as a state natural area, and
years or older.” According to Kershner, an recognized for its significance. It seems the Henry family
environmental scientist, forest ecologist, and national has left us with the oldest historic site at Jacobsburg, and
authority on old-growth forests, not only does Henry’s perhaps in all of eastern Pennsylvania: Henry’s Woods.
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Serving Up History

Coffee

Recently one of our members (also a volunteer) found a handwritten draft
of an article by Mary Henry Stites for a submission to The Jacobsburg
Record. This piece was never published in The Record and we are happy
to finally bring it to print.
A coffee cup of un-ground coffee will make a quart of coffee; grind it, scald out the
coffee-boiler, put in the coffee with the third part of an egg beaten up in cold water,
shake it well through the grounds, add a pint of cold water, set it on the fire.

With all the modern ways of
making coffee, straight and
decaffeinated, instant, perk or
drip, Mrs. Paul’s recipe is strictly
of historic interest. So here it is
and let’s count as one of our
blessings that we have easier
ways of getting a good cup of
coffee! – Mary Henry Stites
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When near boiling, pour in a quart of
boiling water, stir it from the sides as it
boils, let it boil gently for 15 minutes, stir it
on the back of the range for 5 minutes.
Scald out the urn or coffee pot, and pour
the coffee carefully in it and serve
immediately.
Nothing spoils more quickly by standing
than coffee. It becomes flat and loses its
aroma in a few minutes. Keep it covered
while boiling.1
1. Sara T. Paul., Cookery from Experience: A
Practical Guide for Housekeepers in the
Preparation of Everyday Meals (Porter & Coates,
Philadelphia: 1875), 263.

Updates from the Board of Directors
The Property Committee worked on several projects this summer. Jeff Marsh reported that the
corn crib has been removed, and Jim Wagner and his crew have been mulching around the trout
pond and completing work on the Boat House. The Wagner gang has also restored the kitchen in the
John Joseph Henry House to the 1840 era, setting the original stove in place and stripped the
wallpaper so they could apply pigmented shellac to the walls. The House Committee also completed
work on the children's room on the home’s second floor—which was open to the public during the
Community Days House Tours In August. The John Joseph Henry House was also a stop on the
Nazareth 275th Anniversary Bus Tour. Work has begun on the home’s exterior, too, including
reinforcing the fireplace and refinishing of the porch and shutters.
Both the PLRM and the new Gift Shop were open on weekends this summer: a $5.00
admission fee was charged, except for members and children. Brian and Jean Krenicky offered tours
of the gun museum and sold items in the gift shop. The Treasurer reported at July’s meeting that we
have had a increase of foot traffic through the Museum.
Scott Gordon reported that the Henry Family papers given in the 1960s to the Hagley
Museum and Library in Delaware have now been digitized: some have already been made available
on our website and the rest will be added soon.
The Board received reports on several craft classes, including a new Basket Weaving Class
conducted in July by Tori Milburn. The Spring gunmaking class, taught by Rocky Schreck, had nine
students enrolled and a new class will begin in September. Frank Willis had eight students in his
advanced horn class in June. The next leather hunting bag class, Frank reported, begins the first
Wednesday in October.
The Fundraising Committee reported on the high volume of tickets sold for our Gun Raffle:
at the Step Outdoors Show at Steel Stacks (May 30-31), NC Youth Day at Stockertown Rod & Gun
Club (June 6), Whitfield House Craft Fair (June 13), Nazareth Days at the Park (July 18), Dixon's
Gunmaker's Fair (July 24-26), Martin on Main (August 1), and Community Picnic & Flea Market
(August 15) at Jacobsburg. Tickets will be on sale through the Rendezvous & Market Faire
(October 24-25).
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Past Events

Looking Back on Summer 2015
JHS in the Community
We had a very busy summer sharing with the
local community information about
our
special events, workshops, craft classes, and
our fabulous museums at the Boulton Historic
Site. Maybe you saw some of our dedicated
volunteers at the MHS Arts & Crafts Festival,
Nazareth Days, Martin on Main, or at Dixon’s
Gunmaker’s Fair.

Basket Weaving Workshop
Saturday, July 11, 2015
We had a wonderful afternoon in the Early
American Craft Center creating our own
“napkin baskets” with the help of our
instructor Tori. We definitely want to do this
workshop again!

Flea Market & Community Picnic
World War II Living History Display
Saturday, August 15, 2015
What a beautiful day for our Flea Market &
Community Picnic. Many thanks to John
Uhler for organizing the WWII Living History
display. Hot dogs and lemonade were a big hit
with everyone attending. Lots of great fun
with our friends and neighbors of Jacobsburg.
Congratulations to our Basket Raffle winners!
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John DeWald
Board member Frank Willis offered his first Advanced
Horn class three years ago, having heard from students
who had taken the Basic Horn class that they wanted to
continue with horn work. But all these students had
reproduced an early American powder horn: what other
facet of horn work could they learn to continue their
interest in this craft? One choice was scrimshaw, the art
of engraving on bone or ivory. Sailors are known for
their scrimshaw, but powder horn makers also
embellished their work with this truly American art form,
especially in the late eighteenth century.
Where could we find a master scrimshander? Frank looked to the Honourable Company of Horners,
who sponsor the basic horn class and provide the instructors. Enter John DeWald, one of the best
scrimshaw artists in the county. A native of Muncy, Pennsylvania, John started shooting black
power 35 years ago. He served in the military from 1986-1992 and has worked as a correctional
officer since 1998. He now lives outside of Pennsdale, Pennsylvania.
John immediately agreed to help teach the class. Ten people soon filled it. And two things
happened: it was a great class and John fell in love with Jacobsburg. “What will we teach next
year?” he asked. To ensure that students would continue to learn new skills, John and Frank chose to
make a flattened powder horn with a removable screw tip, a much more complicated project that
required working on a wood lathe. Twice as many students signed up for the class as could be
accommodated, so Frank and John wound up holding a spring and fall class.
In spring 2015, John and Frank made horn cups with a pressed in horn disc bottom, a very difficult
procedure that must be done almost entirely on a lathe. Again, the roster was filled.
John DeWald has been a wonderful addition to our corps of instructors. He brings his tools and
knowledge and talent to Jacobsburg to teach our students.
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42nd Annual Meeting
of the Jacobsburg Historical Society
The Holy Family Club
515 W. Mauch Chunk Street, in Nazareth PA

Thursday, November 5, 2015
5:00 p.m. Social Hour - Cash Bar
6:30 p.m. Dinner & Evening Program

Annual Meeting
Election of New Board of Directors
State of the Society

Keynote Presentation
Cost: $30 per ticket
Please R.S.V.P. by Weds., October 29, 2015

Dinner is family style including turkey & stuffing,
beef, and vegetable choices.
To R.S.V.P. or for more information,
please contact the society office at
610.759.9029 or email jacobsburg@rcn.com
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Christmas at Boulton
Saturday, December 12 - 11:00am - 4:00pm
Sunday, December 13 - 12:00pm - 4:00pm
Join Jacobsburg Historical Society as we celebrate the end of our 2015
museum season with our open-house tours of the John Joseph Henry
House and of the Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum, cooking and craft
demonstrations, refreshments, and the company of friends and family.
Adults $5 - Children 12 and under are free
JHS Members, Active Duty Military & Scouts receive free admission!
Nazareth Area House Tour participants receive free admission.
Free parking is available behind the pasture at 402 Henry Road
The Jacobsburg Historical Society owes its continuing success to our dedicated members and
volunteers, as well as to the surrounding communities who believe in Jacobsburg’s values and
vision. As we say goodbye to our 2015 season and look towards the future, we take this
opportunity to thank each and every one of you for attending our events, visiting our museums,
and making the Boulton Historic Site a place where history truly lives!
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MUSEUM HOURS

—————
Pennsylvania Longrifle Museum
Noon—4:00 pm every Saturday and Sunday
Starting May 2, 2015 through October 25, 2015.

John Joseph Henry House
Museum and Grounds
Noon—4:00 pm
on the third Sunday of each month starting May 2015.

Find us on Facebook!
At “Boulton Historic Site
and Jacobsburg Historical Society”
and visit our website at
www.jacobsburghistory.com

Group tours are available.
Please contact the Society Office
at 610-759-9029 to schedule a visit.
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