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The Jacobsburg Historical Society Board
of Directors meets each month on the
lower level of the Pennsylvania Longrifle
Museum, 403 Henry Road, Nazareth, PA.

Wow. Where has summer gone? The kids are back in school,
vacation trips are memories instead of plans, and the cool
nights are upon us. It’s the time of year for our Fall
Festivities at Jacobsburg.
The new event this year is a Wine Tasting Fundraiser (Oct.
6), followed by our great annual Market Faire & Rendezvous
(Oct. 25 & 26), the Society Annual Dinner Meeting (Nov.
13), our ever popular Christmas Wreath-making Workshop
(Nov. 15), and finally our Christmas Open House (Dec. 13).


What a line-up! Visit our website – jacobsburghistory.com
for all the details, times, and registration information. I
mention all of these events because we need you. We need
you to participate. Come and experience the happenings at
Jacobsburg Historical Society. Take an active part in the
events. Get excited about what our Society is doing to
preserve history and educate our future generations. Become
a volunteer. There is certainly something for all ages and
interests.
All of the events that I mentioned and more are being put
together thanks to our great volunteers. They are doing a
terrific job of maintaining our properties, preserving our
treasures, researching the history of the area, and doing all
manners of things like filing, sorting, mailings, and
answering phone calls and emails.


The Jacobsburg Historical Society
is a member supported non-profit
organization dedicated to
preserving and presenting the art
and industry of Early America,
and the character of the
individuals and community that
created and sustained that
enterprise.
The Jacobsburg Record seeks to
provide the members of the
Jacobsburg Historical Society with
information relevant to its mission
while creating a sense of community
and connection. If you are interested
in contributing to our newsletter,
please contact the society office.

Sarah White, Editor
The Jacobsburg Record
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There is so much more to do and we are recruiting. We want
to expand our program offerings and we need teachers and
speakers to share their craft and knowledge. We can use tour
guides in our house and museum to help visitors understand
our unique place in the history of America.
Consider this to be YOUR personal invitation to get actively
involved. Contact me personally. Come to any or all of the
events. Email, phone, or talk to me. We need you.
The year is coming to a close rapidly and it is time to think
about renewing your annual membership dues. Be a true
friend of Jacobsburg and recruit some new members, or
better yet, give out memberships to your family and friends
as holiday presents. There is a form in this newsletter as well
as on our website.
I hope to see you at all of our events!
Joe DiGerlando
President, JHS
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Glassblowing was one of the first attempts at
manufacturing in the colonies. The New World was
rich in resources and raw materials, especially in
tidewater Virginia, where sand proved readily
available to be used in glassmaking. The Virginia
Company of London had every reason to believe that
glassmaking would be a feasible and profitable
business in a land with all the necessary resources.
All that was needed were the artisans to practice their
craft.
The Virginia Company of London sent 8
“Dutchmen” (likely Germans) and Poles with the second resupply in October of 1608, men who had been
trained in glassmaking and various other crafts. By
December of that year, Captain Christopher Newport
departed for England with samples of glasswork that
the men had made, although it is not known which
type of glass nor how much he returned with.
We do know, however, that the first attempt at
a full-blown (pun intended) glassmaking facility in
the New World was not successful. The glasshouse
was set out in the woods and stood just about a mile
away from the Jamestown settlement. Records
indicate that production at the facility continued for at
least six months after its establishment.
It wasn’t until twelve years after the
unsuccessful attempt at the first glasshouse that a
second was attempted, one which was more
thoroughly planned and staffed by more experienced
craftsmen.

Glass was in high demand in England in the early
part of the 17th century, and the demand could not be
met by Englishmen in English factories, so a number
of foreign glassmakers had travelled to England to
practice their trade. With this in mind, it is known
that in 1622, the Virginia Company of London
brought in Italian glassblowers to once again attempt
to create a successful business. This attempt, too,
would fail. An uprising of the local Powhatans put a
stop to all productions in Jamestown, while at the
same time many of the craftsmen fell ill.
The glassmaking venture was taken over by
George Sandys, the resident Treasurer for the
Virginia Company of London. Though he tried to
revive the glassmaking business, his attempts, too,
failed. He requested that sand be sent over to the New
World, sand that the glassblowers may have been
more familiar working with, but with no success. It is
believed that glassmaking operations ceased
completely in the Spring of 1624.
When the glasshouse site at Jamestown was
excavated in 1948, only small, dark green fragments
were found. Archaeologist believed they could be
remnants of windowpanes, drinking glasses, or small
bottles or vials.
For further reading:
http://www.nps.gov/jame/historyculture/glassmakingat-jamestown.htm
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An early drawing of the Henry Homestead
by Levin T. Reichel, likely sketched
in the 1840s.
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The Early American Craft Education Program began over a decade ago,
when Jacobsburg Historical Society’s master gunsmiths began sharing
their knowledge of making Pennsylvania Longrifles in formal classes.
The program was formally branded in 2009 and soon expanded with the
renovation of a Henry family barn, which became the Early American
Craft Center.
Visit our website www.jacobsburghistory.com for scheduled dates of all
events, workshops, and classes!
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The Early American Craft Center began over
a decade ago when Jacobsburg Historical
Society master gunsmiths began sharing their
knowledge of making Pennsylvania longrifles
in formal classes hosted by the Jacobsburg
Historical Society.
In 2009 the program was formally branded
and expanded. First added was a class on
how to fashion an authentic period powder
horn. This program has been sponsored from
the beginning by the Honorable Company of
Horners. The next class added was making a
leather hunting bag.
The expanding program needed more space
and a fundraising campaign was conducted,
raising over $50K towards the renovation of a
Henry family barn into the Early American
Craft Center.
In 2012, classes were added in redware
pottery and 19th century clothing
construction.

CREATE A LEATHER HUNTING BAG
Learn how leather work was done in an Early American Shop.
Build a handsome hunting bag, from making a pattern to staining
the final piece. Fall dates: 4 classes on Wednesdays 6-9 pm,
starting October 1, 2014. Pre-registration is required.

CRAFT A POWDER HORN
Make a beautiful Early American style powder horn. Using a
natural cow horn, create the storage container in which our
forefathers carried their gunpowder. Winter dates: 4 classes on
Saturdays 12-5 pm starting January 3, 2015. Pre-registration is
required.

BEGINNING GUNSMITHING
Build a fine representation of a historic Pennsylvania Longrifle
from parts - lock, stock and barrel. Spring dates: 9 classes on
Sundays 1-5 pm starting March 15, 2015. Pre-registration is
required.

INTRODUCTION TO REDWARE POTTERY

For more information please contact program
coordinator Frank Willis at ftwillis@ptd.net
or (908) 246-8935 or fill out and return the
form below to:

Learn the history of redware pottery in this workshop! Using
multiple techniques, make four different sized pieces of redware
pottery. 2015 dates to be determined. Pre-registration is required.

Jacobsburg Historical Society
P.O. Box 345
Nazareth, PA 18064

SEW A 19TH CENTURY HUNTING SHIRT

www.jacobsburghistory.com

Sew a man’s linen shirt patterned from original examples, cutting
linen yardage and then hand sewing an authentic 19th century
shirt. 2015 dates to be determined. Pre-registration is required.

Early American Craft Center at Jacobsburg Historical Society
Request for Information
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________
Phone Number(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Email: _______________________________________________________________________________________
Classes I am interested in: _______________________________________________________________________
Mail to: Jacobsburg Historical Society, P.O. Box 345, Nazareth PA 18064 - Society Office: 610-759-9029
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610-759-9029

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Permit No. 10
Easton, PA

Jacobsburg Historical Society
P.O. Box 345
Nazareth, PA 18064
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